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DECEMBER 31, 1842. PRICE 6d. 


NATIONAL COMPLETE SUFFRAGE CONFERENCE. 


THe sittings of the National Complete Suffrage association com- 
menced_on Tuesday the 27th December, in the saloon lately occupied 
by the Mechanics’ institution, Newhall street, Birmingham. At ten 
o'clock the large room was nearly filled, and shortly afterwards the 

Rev. Mr Spencer of Bath said, he believed there was now a suffi- 
cient number of delegates assembled to commence the business of the 
meeting. Their first business would be to nominate a chairman; and, 
at the request of some friends about him, without wishing to put 
‘himself forward, he rose to undertake that office. There were assembled 
before him a great number of thinking men, every one of them perhaps 
having different motives—some led to the conference by one cause, and 
some by another, but there was one thing on which he believed they 
all agreed. They all thought that the present system of representation 
in this country was a bad one ſhear, hear]; they were all of opinion 
that whatever reforms they endeavoured to obtain, they would fail so 
long as the present system continued. If they had to effect a reform 
in church or state—if they endeavoured to effect a reduction of taxa- 


tion—if they wished to regulate their colonies—if they had to preserve | 


peace, and put an end to war, that which connected them with the 
representative system appeared to be broken, and they could not 
effect the object they had in view. Upon that point he trusted they 
were all agreed hear, hear]. In proceeding to effect the objects they 
had in view with weight before the country, it was essentially neces- 
sary that they should be a united body—they were not to inquire upon 
what points they differed, but where they were agreed—they should 
allow every man who differed from them to exercise his opinions 
freely, and to give him a fair hearing ; to believe him to be actuated 
by honest motives : andon the same principle they demanded that 
they should be allowed to hold their own conscientious opinions—that 
liberty which they conceded to others, they would maintain for them- 
selves. They deprecated the principle of imputing improper motives 
to any one—they held to that charity which hopeth all things ;’’ and 
so long as a man conducted himself py at that convention, they 
would treat him as an honest man [hear, hear]. It was their duty to 
choose as their chairman aman who would hold the balance even 
between both parties, and who would be no respecter of persons ; and 
in proposing Sturge [cheers], he thought they would all agree 
with him, from what they knew of his previous history, that there 
were many points in it which augured well for their cause hear, 
hear]. He would trespass for a moment upon their attention, as re- 
garded Mr Sturge’s past history, inasmuch as it was connected in an 
important manner with the present movement. Mr Sturge was first 
known in connexion with the Anti-slavery society—he saw the great 
evil that existed—he heard of it in various quarters, and he went to 
the West Indies at his own cost, to judge with his own eyes—he tra- 
veled through these colonies, and when he returned to this country, 
he lectured in various places on the horrors of slavery. The first 
place he (Mr Spencer) saw him at was Derby, where he was calling 
on all people to unite with him in endeavouring to obtain the abolition 
of slavery. He lived to see slavery abolished [hear, hear]; and then 
he was told, and very properly told, that there was slavery at home— 
that there were white slaves as well as black slaves—that there was 
oppression at home, and that he had no need of expending his sympa- 
thies and charities at a distance—that he need not go 3000 or 4000 miles 
to see slavery and oppression, but to look beneath his own eyes, and 
he would see at once that the representative system of the country 
was at fault. Mr Sturge knew that there was a country in which the 
— had a voice in the representation ; and he went to the United 
tates, to judge of how it worked with his own eyes. He saw that 
peace and order prevailed, and he saw the cheapness and goodness of 
the representative system there, and he then said“ I will work to in- 
troduce this system at home ; I see it works well in the United States, 
and I shall do all in my power to promote this great cause.“ In ear- 
rying out these objects, Mr Sturge perceived that the grand object was 
to move the classes who had votes, and who had the power of returning 
members to parliament; and that he could best help the working 
classes if he cultivated another field, while they pursued their own 
course. Without, then, saying an unkind word of them—without 
opposing them in any way, he contented himself with bringing an 
ed army into the field. He introduced the system of complete suf- 
frage—he endeavoured to get in the narrow edge of the wedge, and he 
argued that if he could only convince men of property, and ministers 
of religion, as to the soundness and justice of the principles he advo- 
cated, that the most beneficial results would follow. Mr Sturge wished 
that the whole system of the charter should be followed out, but he 
thought it better to take one point at atime. At the conference, how- 
ever, when the six points were defined, and proved to be reasonable, 
he was not backward in adopting them [hear, hear]. He now begged 
to propose Mr Sturge as chairman, believing him to be the very best 
man in the kingdom for that office [cheers]. He trusted they were all 
agreed upon that point, and that they would do themselves honour by 
unanimously electing him [hear, hear]. 

Mr FRAHOUS O’Connor begged leave most cordially to second the 
proposition, and he did it not only for the reasons stated by the mover 
(Mr Spencer), that it would be satisfactory to the tonference, but be- 
cause it would be satisfactory to the country at large. At the same 


time he trusted that they would not allow the appointment of chair- 


man to be taken out of its proper time. In the programme he found 
that the first business would be for the council to present the list of 


: 


| 


members to the conference. If, however, it was thought advisable to 
appoint the chairman in the first instance, he did not think that it 
signified much ; and, indeed, he thought the chairman should be ap- 
pointed in the first instance. He entirely concurred in every word 
that had fallen from the Rey. Mr Spencer in proposing the chairman. 
He trusted there would be a unanimous vote on the subject, as a pre- 
cursor of that unanimity which he was happy to see prevailed [cheers]. 
Without further observations he begged to second the nomination of 
Mr Sturge as chairman of the conference. 

Mr WILKINSON, in putting the question, observed that it augured 
well for the future proceedings of the conference, and he trusted the 
motion would be carried unanimously. 

The question was then put, and carried with acclamation. 

Mr WILKINSON was extremely proud to have to announce that the 
vote was unanimous, and he hailed it as the harbinger of a peaceful 
meeting uponmatters most vitally connected with the best interests 
and liberties of the country. 

Mr Srurce having taken the chair, said, 

Before proceeding to the business for which we are assembled, allow 
me to state that no reasonable effort has been spared to procure the use 
of the same room in the Town hall where the last conference met; but 
the control of this hall is in the hands of a self-elected body, who ap- 
pear so alarmed at the progress of our peaceful movement that they 
have gone beyond the most conservative cities in England, in the 
means they adopt, to prevent, if possible, any meetings of the Com- 
plete Suffrage Union [cries of shame]. But as a proof that this 
feeling is not participated by the representatives of the rate payers, the 
following memorial was signed by forty three members of the town 
council ; and others of this body, would, I understood, have signed it, 
if they had been at home when called upon. Mr Sturge here read the 
memorial as follows: Far 

“To the Tawn Hall Committee of the Commissioners of the Birmingham 


Street Act. 2 
“ Wr, the undersigned rate-payers of the borough of Birmingham, have heard with 


regret that you have refused the use of the Town hall for the meetings of the confe- 
rence which is shortly to be held in this town on the — gees of Complete Suffrage. 
Less than a year ago a town’s meeting was held in that hall, under the presidency of 
the late mayor, at which, on the motion of three aldermen, the necessity for complete 
suffrage was unanimously acknowledged by definite resolutions. Nine months ago 
the same place was used for several days by a conference of 12 of the 
middle and working classes, at which the present organisation for procuring com- 
plete suffrage was adopted. We feel that the credit of our town requires that the 
hall should not now be closed against any discussion of this momentous subject. We 
cannot.but recognise the right of the rate-payers to the use of the hall, neither can 
we forget what is due towards a respectable body of strangers visiting our town on 
business which has reference to the welfare of our common country. Impressed with 
these considerations, we request that you will grant the use of the Town hall for the 
meetings of the conference on the 27th of this month and following days.“ 

The request, even of a memorial thus signed, was refused. Under 
these circumstances I hope you will excuse our being unable to ac- 
commodate you with a better room, of suitable dimensions, than the 
one we are now in [hear, hear]. As you have given me such a mark 
of your confidence as to appoint me your chairman, though I am ex- 
tremely anxious that our meeting should be for real business, and not 
for making specches, yet I beg to claim your attention to a remark or 
two in reference to the position of the Complete Suffrage Union, 
whose invitation to meet on the present occasion you have accepted 
(hear, hear]. Some of us had often been urged in private hy, our 
neighbours of the working classes (or at least this was the case with 
myself) to aid them in endeavouring to procure an equality of poli- 
tical rights. It was stated, when declining to take part in these 
efforts, that the people had able leaders already in the field, and that 
physical force was so identified with the name of “ charter’’ that the 
great bulk of the electors and nine-tenths of the middle classes con- 
sidered the word synonymous with violence and bloodshed; and 
though I believe there are as great a number of peaceable men 
amongst the sincere chartists as any body of individuals in the king- 
dom, yet I regret to say that the conduct and language of some pro- 
fessed friends to the people’s charter had given too much occasion for 
such an opinion [hear, hear]. But I hold it to be the duty of all not 
to be deterred from the bold and uncdmpromising advoeacy of just lo- 
gislation, however they may condemh the means which some would 
be ready to use for its attainment. It was with these views, and un- 
der these circumstances, that the Complete Suffrage Union commenced 
its labours; and its main endeavours were intended, and have been 
directed towards breaking down the prejudices of the electors and 
middle classes, that they may be induced to grant complete justice to 
their unenfranchised countrymen. This Union is cemented together 
by a solemn covenant to pursue the great object we have in view 57 
just, peaceful, legal, and constitutional means, and only such 133 . 
The success we have already met with gives us good ground to 3 
that, by forbearance and argument, we shall do much to remove 
alienation which has been so lamentably fostered and increased by the 
events of the last few years. Having, at a former conference, adopted 
all the six points which involve any question of principle in what is 
called ‘the people's charter, I had hoped it would at least have re- 
moved suspicion towards us from the minds of all upright friends of 
the people; and while we invite the most vigilant watchfulnem of 
our every movement on the part of our fellow-countrymen, we con- 
sider we are entitled to claim credit for honesty of intention until the 
contrary is proved against us; but we are resolved not to be parties to 
any steps whatever which involve the slightest violation of our 
peaceable principles, or to go further in offending the prejudices of 
those at whose hands we seek redress than is called for by a firm ad- 
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herence to the claim of full justice for our unenfranchised brethren 
— Whilst men in ꝓower, professing Christianity, like Lord 
ohn Russell, can be justly‘accused, a he Was By his politieal rival | 
Sir R. * 12 Portion of ‘the commuity to arm against 
another; t béth these Righ e bribe our young men to en- 
e in a murderous crusade t ‘the untéffe inhabitants of : 
and India, and pay them for it with money Which fs taken from 
the pockets of the people [hear, hear —whilst the leading political 
journals vie with each other in scurrility and falsehood—I cannot 
—— * some in a 1 sphere are found to follow so bad an | 
example. But such conduct is not Christianity—that pure — 7 ; 
teaches us not only to do unto others as we wish they should do 
mnio.us,” but also ‘to tun good for ail; and we must not expect . 
to obtain the divine blessing on evil means even in a fi us cause. | 
I wish, therefore, emphatically to assure this assembly, and I am 
led I speak the sentiments of every member of the Complete 
uffrage Council, that we cannot 2 in unison with any 
who recommend or countenance violence for the attainment of our 
object; or who, instead of cordially uniting with all honest men to 
obtain the rights of the people, waste their time in abusing those who 
do not — tread in their * hear, hear —at the aame time, I 
trust that when any who have thus acted, prove by future deeds as 
well as words that they have scen their error, the past will be for 
ever buried in oblivion {loud cheers]. Whilst I retain my seat in 
this chair J will do my best to act with strict impartiality; and should 
circumstances make me consider that I shali best discharge my duty 
by resigning the arduous post, be assured that I shall do so with a 
feeling of good-will and charity towards those whose conduct may 
occasion m pursuing such a course {hear, hear]. Whether this lan- 
guage ther the object for which we are professedly met or 
not, I am fully persuaded that the t principles we advocate will 


_ 


ul y prevail, because they are upon the jmmutable foun- 
dation of truth and justice [loud applause]. 
Mr Ricuarp Garpinzgr of ter moved, that William Mor- 


that devolved upon him at the late conference, with 

and with more advantage to the cause. Another ad- 

vantage was, that Mr Morgan was a gentleman; and as they 

‘were supposed by some to be verging upon illegality, Mr Morgan’s 

advice might be of some advantage to them, in ke their enthu- 

giasm within just bounds. At the same time, he — 4 to say, 
that his fees would be very small hear, hear]. 

— Rev. Dr Wave seconded the motion, which was carried unani- 
mously. 

Mr Mondax returned thanks, and assured them that he would use 
his best exertions to promote the business of the conference. He 
believed the first business he would have to bring before them, was to 
read the lists that had been prepared of the members of the conven- 
tion. There was one list of the members who had been regylarly ap- 
pointed—another list, No. 2, contained the names of members whose 

ions were attended with some irregularity, but whom the council 
recommended should be received into the conference. List No. 3 
contained the names of those whose elections were objected to; and it 
was proposed that these names should be referred to the decision of a 
committee to be hereafter appointed. 

Mr ARRAN contended that every man sent there had a right to sit 
at tne conference, and the council had no right whatever to deprive 
him of his seat. 

The Cuainmawn believed that he the sentiments of the council, 
when he said that they did not wish to disfranchise a single indivi- 
dual [hear, hear]. council took upon themselves the 2 
bility of inviting certain ies to meet them, and prescribed rules for 
their election. It was felt that many of these rules would be omitted 
or violated by oversight ; and in that case, it was arranged that there 
would be no objection to their admission; but the council felt that 
they were bound before the country to abide by the spirit of their rules 
in making out the list [hear, hear]. Now, unless there was some 
check, anybody might come in and take their seats. There were some 
cases in which there was a difficulty in coming at the facts, and form- 
ing a j nent upon them; and with regard to these, the council was 
anxious the conference should appoint its own committee, and 
judge whether these parties were to be considered members of the 
convention or not hear, hear]. 

Mr O'Connor did not think it would be fair to appoint the mem- 
bers in list No. 1, to adjudicate upon the claims of those in the other 
list. He did not think that would be dealing fairly with the members 
who had been elected. 

Mr Ciayery, of Brighton, objected to be tried by any portion of the 
members. He would rather be judged by the whole conference. In- 
dependently of that, there were ies in ligt No. 1 to whom he ob- 
jected, and whom he could 2 not been y elected. 

Mr Joux Col aunoux of — 1 said that he seen many good 
men last night refused their ; and had seen with his own eyes 
many receiving them who had no earthly title to them. He denied 
the right of any portion of the delegates to try the other. It was 
easy for parties at a distance to protest against certain elections, and 
thereby mislead the council; and, on behalf of his constituents, he 
demanded that all questions of eligibility be submitted to the whole 
house. He contended that they had no right to go on with any busi- 
ness while a single name on the list was objected to. 

The Rev. Mr Srencer believed there was misapprehensions 
ong what 4 —— 2 an coun — no idea of object- 

to a single indivi He sho all the names in 
list No. 2 be members of the —— 

Mr F. O‘Connor seconded the motion. 

Mr Josuva Hosson of Leeds, moved an amendment to the effect 
that the conference be constituted of all the delegates elected by the 

le, and who presented themselves at that board to take their seats 

where any objection was taken, that it be made in open confer- 
ence, or re @ committee. He thought that such a course would 
meet the objections which had been stated. 

Mr AnnAx, of Bradford, seconded the amendment. 

W. HILL, of Blackburn and Mansfield, supported the amendment. 

MiAII did not think there was any necessity for going very far | 
into the question, If those delegates who supported the amendment | 
would but consider how far that principle would carry them, and 


gin be ap inted secretary. No man could have performed the ar- 
us du 
more 


might have carried the council had they been disposed to do evil, he 
thought they would accord at once with the resolution moved by the 
Rev. Mr Spencer, and seconded by Mr O'Connor. The council had 
convened a conference of delegates from various of the kingdom, 
They had laid down certain rules by whith to judge whether the dele. 
gates were really the representatives of the — whom they pur- 
ported to represent. wished to havea Jide conference, and 
not a pretended one; and they had laid down certain rules which 


ascertain whether the delegates had been sent by the people or not. 
The council then came forward and said, Having ascertained that 

| the meetings were fairly called and roperly conducted, according to 
our rules, 1 who have fairly chosen by the people. 
There were others who had not acted entirely upon the letter of their 
instructions, and to whom they might have objected, — — 
no such harah measure. say, that all the parties so and 
compose the ; ‘bélieving 


included in these two lists, eonference 
that the elections have been ban Jide, and that their rules have been 
violated rather in the letter, than in the spirit. He did not see any 
great necessity for dispute about that poi 

not acted in that manner, they e 


to : „ ſhear, hear]. 
— — tense of the - 2 with- 
te 


2 — — a 


gates in lists Nos. 1 and 2, those rising and answering to their 
— 


names. The list having been 
Mr Jonx H. Parry then moved the appoi tof a committee to 


by he conference, and 
mittee be appointed to take into consideration the elaims of all those 
a oo w ge presented oy ne 1 
r Moroan, secretary, thought resolution just proposed 
was inconsistent with the one thet had been i . 

The Rev. W. Hitt fully concurred in the objection of the meeting : 
rr but that 
the names of the committee be left to selection of the conference 
atlarge. He thought in that way would have men selected in 
whom the eonference would plase ence. He should submit a 
resolution to that effect. 

Mr Josunva Honsox seponded the resolution, as he thought it would 
meet all the difficulties of the case, and enable them to adjudicate 
upon the claims of all parties who presented es. 

Several other delegates expr themselves in favour of Mr Hill's 
motion, which embraced all the cases that could possibly come before 
them. 

Mr Joun Coiiins said, some gentlemen seemed to entertain a fear 
that objeetions would be made indiscriminately to those who had been 
already declared by the council duly elected, but he did not think 
that it was intended to give any such power to the committee [hear, 
hear]. He believed the — 4 ought to be limited to objections 
made by the residents of the district. 

Mr MiaLL suggested that the Rev. Mr Hill should alter his resolu- 
tion to that effect. 

Mr Hopsow thought, wherever any good objection could be made to 
the election of a delegate—for instance, where he was elected by some 
half dozen persons at a public meeting, and where the residents did 
not interfere or petition against his return, that any delegate who 
was aware of it ought to bring the facts before the committee 
[eries of question“ ]. 5 

Mr Lovnvr thought there ought to be some regulation to the length 
of time each speaker should same ond Coat delegstes ought not to be 
| allowed to speak two or three on every motion. 
| Mr Moraay, the secretary, said the ori resolution was an en- 

s amendment was a disfranchising one. 


* 

and harmony that prevailed in early part of the meeting, and 
trusted it would be maintained thro 
were met to put an end to class i 
had serious 0 ions to the use of the 
three [hear, He did not know what 
one ;”’ it smelt y of an ari (hear, 
fore these invidious terms would be 
siness of the conference would be allo 
171 1 — 

Mr ’s resolution was then put end coated by 
and, after a lengthened discussion, in which 
made by different members, the names of about 
were handed to the Chairman, from which it was suggested that nine 
should be taken by ballot. 

Mr Brewerer read the names of nine delegates whom he 
to form the committee. Several of the delegates named in the list 


had the 
Mr Tuos. Tuompson 


names first drawn by 


constituted the test of the admission of members—that was, a rule to 
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has away with all partisan and party feeling, and save much valuable | 


“Mr Brewster said he would persevere in moving his list. 

Mr O' Coxxon said, although very reluctant to such a course, 
he should be compelled to move a counter list. Having read the 
names, 

Mr Josuva Honsox hoped, if Mr Brewster persevered, that every 
| as his name was called out, would rise up and decline to 
serve 2 

Dr Wane hoped Mr Brewster would be induced to withdraw his 
list. He implored him as a brother to put an end to what 
must be considered as the first cause of ion amongthem. He 
would give him, as a clergyman, a locus penitentiæ, and hoped he 
would avail himself of it [cheers and laughter]. 

A ed and very discussion followed. 

The Cuammman put an end to it by o ing, that unless they 
showed a little more forbearance towards each er, they would be 
unable to on; and he feared that he should be compelled to leave 
the chair ; — 

Mr Brewster said he was fully convinced of the reasonableness and 
propriety of his motion, and was most anxious to vere in it. 

they would serve or not he could not say; but if they de- 

clined, he would substitute others. It was originally arran that 
the committee should be formed of nine names, and although a large 
number had been handed in, only nine were to be chosen ; and, with 
to the first nine names on the list which had been sent in, he 
contended that they were notoriously of one way of thinking [cries 
of “no, no J. It was said that his motion was an attempt to create 


id exist, however they might it. He thought the motion 
was the most judicious that could be made under the circumstances, 


but finding that he was not supported as he wished, he would with- 
draw his amendment [cheers J. 
Mr O'Connor said, under these circumstances, he would withdraw 


his counter list. 
The amendment of Mr Thom to take the first nine names by 
ballot, was then put; and tellers been inted, there appeared 


' motion, 147. 
eed to; and at four o'clock the 
e evening. 


—for the amendment, 118 ; for Mr 
The motion of Mr Hill was then 
meeting adjourned to six o’clock in 


The Conference re-assembled at six o’clock, and shortly after that 


hour 
The Cuatnman said the meeting was probably aware that, although 
they were extremely anxious to have visitors from Ireland, they could 


mot have delegates from that country. Among a variety of corres- 
pee he would take the of reading to them two letters, one 
Sharman Crawford, and the other from Daniel O’Connell. 
[These letters will appear in our next. } 
The minutes of the morning’s proceedings were then read over and 


eonfirmed. 
The Cuarmman said the next business was to elect nine out of the 
names sent in, to form the committee. 


The names were then put intoa hat, and drawn out seriatim, and 
the Cuainman announced that with regard to eight he had no doubt 
whatever, but he would be obliged totake the sense of the mecting 


again with regard to the ninth name, several having apparently the 
same number of votes. 

Tellers having been appointed, the list was then read by the Chair- 
man as follows :— 

ds Humphrey, W. P. Roberts, T. Swan, W. Hill, Joshua Hobson, 
James Moir, J. H. Parry, G. White, and J. Colquhoun. 

Mr Parry of London then rose to propose the standing orders for the 
regulation of the proceedings of this convention, after a very 

discussion, in which a variety of suggestions were pro- 
posed, it was finally arranged that the conference should sit from nine 
till one in the morning, and from three toseven in the afternoon; that 
the Chairman should be allowed to take part in all the discussions, 
and have a casting vote where the numbers were equal ; that all do- 
cuments issuing from the conference be signed by the Chairman— 
that all documents and letters addressed to the conference, be referred 
to an executive committee — that all amendments be proposed 
in writing that no member be allowed to speak for more than ten 
minutes, and in committee, that no delegate be allowed to speak more 
than five minutes at a time. 

Mr Thomas Brcos of Nottingham, having been called upon by the 
Chairman, said a very important matter, connected with the business 
of the conference fallen into his hands, and he regret- 
ted that it had not devolved upon some one better qualified. He 
would, however, yield to no one in an earnest desire to promote the 
objects of that conference—to effect a union among all classes of the 
1222 to see their rights and liberties extended and confirmed. 

e certainly been gratified to-day, to see the desire, which he 

seen, in the minds of nearly all present, to con- 
ciliate one another. There had been some little disorder, but that 
naturally arose because there were present men who did not yet un- 
one another, and also, from that unhappy state of public 
excitement which had for some time existed from the unqualified 
wretchedness, under which the people were suffering, and from the 
aM dudged, although well-meant advice of the leaders of the people. 
He come there to surrender ev ing but his principles [loud 


cheers]—they were assembled there for no trifling objects they were 


assembled there to advocate the interests of men, who were ground 
down to the lowest pitch of wretchedness by an iniquitous aristocracy 
and class legislation. When he saw this, he felt that the time was 
come when all their ies should be braced, and ev exertion 
strained, to endeavour to relieve the people from that thraldom, and 
secure for the wretched thousands of their fellow countrymen, peace, 


happiness, and comfort. He trusted they would set about it with an 


earnest desire to accomplish that object, and he believed that the 

tation which claimed their exertions more than any other, was that 
ich would annihilate class legislation [cheers] — that was the prolific 
parent of all the evils under which the people groaned. If they effeet- 
ed its annihilation, would open the avenues of commerce—they 


would secure a comprehensive plan of education for the people, and 


| 


— 


ſee in the conference, but they all knew that party feeling | 


they would establish religion upon a pure and sound basis, instead of 
that mammon-worship system which had obtained in society. It was 
from these considerations he had been induced to subscribe Joseph 
Sturge’s ‘‘ declaration '’—he had become attached to the six points, 
and he was more energetic, zealous, and desirous of seeing those six 
points, the great bond of union between all classes of reformers, than 
at any former period of his existence [hear. hear]. They were all 
aware that at the last conference partics came there with different 
crotchets, but when they had met in good temper and moderation, 
truth triumphed, and the conference enunciated the six points {cheers}, 
He had the same confidence in the present one, and he felt satistied 
that what was truth would obtain, and what was false would perish. 
He trusted their deliberations would be guided by good temper and 
caution ; and one of their first proceedings would be to frame such a 
bill as they considered necessary to the full protection of the people, 
and with that object he begged to direct the attention of the meeting to 
the four resolutions embodied in the programme which he would now 
read to them. Mr Beggs here read the following resolutions to the 


“1. That this conference, convened in conformity with a resolution passed at the 
first Complete Suffrage conference, held at Birmingham, April öth—Sth, 1842, and 
having for its paramount object the consideration of the necessary details of a bill, 
embodying the principles then agreed upon, viz :—The extension of the suffrage to all 
male adults, not deprived of the rignts of citizenship by a verdict of a jury of their 
countrymen—vote by ballot—equal electoral districts—abolition of a property qualifi- 
cation for members of parliament—payment of members for their services—and annual 
parliaments—do now declare its adoption of these principles; pledge itself to employ 
such means only for obtaining the legislative recognition of them as are of a strictly 
just, peaceful, legal, aud constitutional character; and will forthwith proceed to fulfil 
the mission with which it has been entrusted, resolved to support its chairman in 
preventing the introduction of any propositions not in accordance therewith. 

“2. That as this conference will resist the introduction of any topics not obvionsly 
relevant to its main design, so it also disclaims all interference with existing organi- 
sations, recognising as its paramount duty the arriving, if possible, at a cordial agree- 
ment in reference to the object towards which peaceful agitation may be directed. 

“3. That this conference, agreeable to resolution 17, passed at the first conference, 
is prepared to receive and to consider all documents which may be laid before it, and 
which may be supposed to contain an embodiment of the necessary details for work- 


ing out the principles already recognised. 
“4. That the documents so to be presented to this conference, be taken into con- 


sideration at the opening of our next session, by a committee consisting of the whole 
body of delegates; and that the committee be instructed to observe the following 
rules :—1. That the bill to be presented by the council of the National Complete Suf- 
frage Union be taken as the basis of discussion.—2. That each clause as it is read 
shall be considered pari passu, with the correlative clauses of the other documents.— 
3. That all amendments be handed 5 to the Chairman in writing.” 

It was impossible to read the whole bill, as it would take several 


hours; and he would, therefore, conclude by proposing these four re- 
solutions for their adoption. 

Mr Jonx Dvwuopr, of Edinburgh, seconded the motion. He was 
satisfied that when the bill came before them, they would be better 
able to judge of the principles that had guided the Complete Suffraze 
council, and how far they were ready to go in advocating the princi- 

les of practical reform. They were now about to consider a most 
important measure, having reference to the lives, the liberties, and the 
happiness of their fellow-citizens [hear, hear]. It was said that the 
man who added a blade of grass to the production of the country was 
a public benefactor; how far more worthy of approval then was the 
conduct of those who devoted their talents, their energies—nay, their 
lives if necessary, to the establishment of those institutions which 
would give stability to the present times, and better the condition of 
their fellow-men. He was satisfied that the most beneficial results would 
flow from an improved system of legislation, which the present con- 
ference was now endeavouring to promote, at the risk of obloquy and 
often — to 8 hear]. He would not detain them 
by any reference to the details of the bill, feeling confident that if they 
adopted it, they would promote the best liberties of the people, and 
give the le at large an idea of the enlightened views and liberal 
feelings by which they were actuated [cheers]. 

Mr Lovett moved an amendment in the fourth resolution, to insert 
the words, The bill or document entitled the people's charter,“ in- 
stead of The bill presented by the council of the National Complete 
Suffrage Union loud and general cheering]. They had already gone 
a great way in endeavouring to conciliate their friends, and he trusted 
the resolution in its present shape would not be passed. He com- 
plained that although a member of the council, he had never heard of 
the bill until he saw it in print [hear, hear]. He trusted they would 
not, by persevering in the resolution, put others in a position to move 
an amendment, and thereby split them again into parties, instead of 
making one cause against the common enemy. Ile thought the charter 
had a prior claim to all other documents ; and for seeking to obtain its 
legislative enactment large numbers had suffered imprisonment, and 
transportation, and oppression of all kinds. The bill that had been 
submitted, had been drawn up with all the legal forms of law; while 
the charter, on the suggestion of Mr Roebuck—no mean authority on 
the question, had been prepared in the plainest language, and had 
carried conviction to the hearts of thousands in that country [hear, 
he: wd. Were they to mystify themselves with a document which 
would take five hours in the reading [hear, hear]? IIe wouldimpress 
upon his friends, who were perhaps anxious to conciliate the electors, 
to try whether they could not so amend the charter as to make it ac- 
ceptable to all parties [cheers]. He wished to have a definite answer 
before any further discussion took place, otherwise he should feel it his 
duty to amend that part of the resolution [loud cheers]. 

Mr F. O‘Connor was extremely glad he had given way to Mr Lovett, 
who had very distinctly stated his (Mr O*C’s) views upon the subject. 
It was his intention to have contrasted the merits of the small bill, 
with the no-merit of the great bill hear, hear]. When he heard of 
the physical force of the working classcs—of their rough and rude 
conduct, he attributed it to the want of the countenance of the middle 
classes. If they wanted to make tie working classes physically weak, 
let them make them morally strong [cheers]. Let them call their 
conference not the Complete Sutirage but the Complete Union, and he 
pledged himself that in six months they would drive the present go- 
vernment from power. Mr O*Connor then referred to a previous dit- 
ference he had had with Mr Lovett, and expressed his regret that he 
had ever mistaken his honest views [loud cheering]. He cordially 
supported the views of Mr Lovett. 

r Loverr suggested, that as Mr eggs would wish to consult his 
friends, it would be better to adjourn the mecting till to-morrow 
morning. 

The meeting then broke up. 
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tp SECOND DAY, WEDNESDAY. 
Morning Sitting. 

The delegates met this morning at nine o’clock, but the great body 
of the members had not assembicd till nearly half-past nine. 

Mr J. P. Rozerts, of Bath, as secretary of the election committee, 
reported that the committee had met last night, and again at eight 
o'clock in the morning, and had taken into consideration the case of 
the Worcester clection. There were some contradictory statements 
made with regard to the two elections that had been held, but the 
committee being anxious to do substantial justice to all parties, had 
come to the conclusion that the best practical mode of meeting the 
dificulty would be to decide that the gentlemen elected at both 
meetings should be received into the conference, and they now asked 
the conference to agree to that recommendation. 

Mr F. O’Connor did not think there could well be a worse pre- 
cedent. If that were done there was no use in appointing an election 
committee; and, in his opinion they had, in the resolution they had 
come to, completely subverted the powers that had been confided to 
them by that meeting. The committee had no right to allow their 
feelings of kindness or philanthropy to interpose between them and 
justice. There was a limit beyond which the committee could not go, 
ind he thought in the present case they had exceeded it. 

Mr Parry defended the conduct of the committee, who had acted 
to the best of their judgment in a case where they had not witnesses 
before them, and had mot the necessary means of fully investi- 
gating the case. We denicdthat they had in any way exceeded their 
power, 

Several delegates were about to address the conference, but there 
wereloud cries of ‘* vote,“ and the Chairman put the question, that 
the report of the committee be received and confirmed, which was 
aerced to. 

The minutes of the previous night’s proceedings were then read 
and confirmed. 

Mr Pitty hada motion to submit with regard to the admission of 
strangers, but 

The CHAmmMAN said the adjourned debate had precedence of every 
other business. 

Mr Lovett, in resuming the debate, thought it would be better to 
have some reply or explanation from Mr Beggs, which would save the 
trouble of moving an amendment, and save a great deal of the time of 
the meeting. 

Dr Rrrcui thought it was contrary to the order of any deliberative 
assembly with which he was acquainted to have such a question put 
and answered. 

Mr Loverr said he should then feel it his duty to move an amend- 
ment [loud cheers]. He had merely made the proposition last night 
in a spirit of conciliation, and he did hope that Mr Beggs and his 
friends would have been induced to adopt his suggestion, and thereby 
prevent the division which woulll naturally result from it. He would 
now read his resolution— 

“ That the document entitled the people's charter, embracing all the essential de- 
tails of just and equal representation couched in plain and definite language, capable 
vi being understood and appreciated by the great mass of the people, for whose go- 
vernment and guidance all law ought to be written—that measure having been before 


the public for the last five years, formiug the basis of the present agitation in favour 
of the oe and for reching to secure the legal enactment of which vast numbers 
( 


have suffered imprisonment, transportation, and death, has, in the opinion of the 
ime: ting, a prior claim over all other documents professing to embrace the principles 
of just representation, It is, therefore, resolved that we proceed to discuss the dif- 
lereat sections of the people's charter, in order to ascertain whether any improve- 


ment can be made in it, and what these improvements shall be, it being necessary 
to make that document as clear and perfect as possible.“ 

e feared the course that had been pursued would throw back their 
case, and do them a serious detriment. He feared the course 
adopted by the framers of the four resolutions of last night had been 
taken up merely to minister to the prejudices of the middle classes, 
while it would not tend in the slightest degree to forward the objects 
they had in view. 

Mr O'Connor did not think the result of the amendment would be 
to create such division as he anticipated. On the contrary, he thought 
it would tend most materially to unite all those who were the advo- 
cates of sound principle and consistency against a few weak and feeble 
men, without any principle or consistency whatever ſhear, hear]. 
How would they go before the House of Commons with anything like 
honesty or integrity of purpose, when after having, in 1839, with the 
voice of three millions and a halfof men, called upon them to make 
the people's charte® the law of the land—how, he asked, would they 
now go to ask them to adopt a long bill of four hours’ reading hear, 
hear}? Would not the answer be, „When you are consistent and 
agree Among yourselves, then we will entertain your proposition’’ 
icheers|. They might depend upon it, that until they were unani- 
mous, they would never obtain anything irom the House of Com- 
mons; and when they were unanimous, there was little doubt that 
they would accomplish their objects [cheers]. Why should they give 
up the vantage ground they at present occupied—why should they 
rive up the assistance and support they were receiving from the sister 
country? They might depend upon it that, do what they would, the 


agitatién for the charter would go on and spread throughout the 


length and breadth of the land [cheers]. Mr O'Connor then referred 
to the slanders that had been heaped upon his head, and his being 
held up to the world as the leader and encourager of physical force, 
and denicd most emphatically that he had ever advocated or recom- 
mended a recourse to physical force. He trusted that their respected 
Chairman, than whom nobody he felt convinced had more sincerely 
at heart the welfare of the working classes, would see the justice and 
expediency of sdopting the amendment, if not in the present, at 
lenst in some other form, before they were dragooned into it by 
an umendment. With these views he most cordially seconded the 
amendment. 

Dr Rrreum complained of the course pursued by the mover and 
seconder of the amendment. He denied that that conference had ever 
adopted the charter the had not, and they never would fhear, and 
cheers]. The speeches of the mover and seconder of the amendment 
could have been most appropriate in a body of chartists, but that 
meeting was a very different one—it was a complete suffrage meeting. 
and as such it belonged to no party, and would not adopt a document 
which had been for years the watchword and the symbol of a party. 
If anything went abroad from that room under the name of“ charter,“ 
it would defeat the objects they had in view, and prevent that union of 


all classes which was so essential to their ultimate success. He de- 
nied that the charter could be called the“ people's,“ because the 
number of subscribers to it bore a very small proportion to the great 
body of the people. He thought it would be most preposterous and 
absurd to throw aside the document they had po ap and take one 
from without these walls; and lié for one would never consent to such 
a course [hear, hear]. 3 

Mr Hetuerinoton thought the arguments of Dr ititchie extremely 
sophistical. He would remind the meeting that the eloquent write? 
of the Nonconformist, Mr Miall, in referring to, that able document, 
the people’s charter, had said that the preju ices of the middle classes 
against it were most unworthy prejudices [hear, hear]. When they 
had such high authority, why should they stultify themselves by suc- 
cumbing to such unworthy 2 hear, hear]? They did not 
ask that meeting to adopt the charter—they merely aske them to 
make it the basis of their discussions. If there was anything wanting 
in it let them supply it from the bill that had been prepared ; if there 
was anything redundant, let it be struck out. When men of sound 
sense and temperate feelings calmly considered the question, there 
was little doubt that they would soon agree upon the leading prin- 
ciples to be adopted; and he called upon Mr Miall and those other 
gentlemen who had an influence in the complete suffrage movement, 
to come forward in the present case and preserve that unanimity and 
good feeling that was so desirable in their present circumstances. 

Mr Tuomas Smrtu, of Liverpool, had been, for little short of half a 
century, anxiously desirous to see the happiness and liberties of his 
fellow countrymen secured and established. In all his experience he 
had never witnessed so promising a meeting as the present, and he 
trusted its unanimity would be preserved at all hazards. He had flat- 
tered himself, from what had occurred last night, that the gentlemen 
who had some objection to,the name charter“ would at least have 
adopted its principles as the basis of their discussions, and thereby 
secure the leading provisions of a document which had been for years 
the rallying point of the working classes. He was sincerely attached 
to it, and trusted the good sense of the meeting would secure its adop- 
tion. It was his intention to have proposed some alterations, taken 
from the bill of that sincere and zealous friend of the working classes, 
Major Cartwright, in lieu of some of those provisions of the charter 
which were not perhaps generally approved of. Wherever they found 
the provisions of the bill prepared by the council of the complete suf- 
frage body the most efficient they would not hesitate to adopt it. In 
that way they would perhaps be able to meet the views of all parties. 

The Rev. T. Spencer saw no reason why they should be bound and 
tied to a document brought forward five years ago; and he wished all 
those present had read another document, containing all the principles 
of the charter which could be advocated by any honest and reasonable 
man, and in addition, at least twelve grand and important improvements 
to secure and establish the liberties of the people upon a sound and 
liberal basis. He did not see why any parties should force upon him 
aname, and compel him to adopt their views and opinion, without 
making any concession whatever to him. At the last conference they 
had made all the concessions that could be expected, while nothing 
was conceded to them. Why should every thing be expected from 
them, and nothing be granted? Mr Sturge had gone to the expense 
and trouble of having a bill prepared, with which the conference was 
at present unacquainted—nobody, comparatively speaking, knew any 
thing of it—everybody was acquainted with the people’s charter. 
Why should they not act fairly and consistently, and hear what its 
contents were, and then put it to the vote, whether they should adopt 
it or the people's charter [hear, hear]. If they did not do that they 
would be acting as blind leaders of blind followers. He called upon 
them not to act in so absurd a way—let them behave as Englishmen, 
as thinking, independent men, allowing freedom of opinion to all. 
Rather than he (Mr Spencer) would give up his independence, he 
would at once recommend to them to form themselves into two par- 
ties, and let them carry on their conference at different places and 
under different names. There would then be no mistake in the public 
mind—those who insisted on the charter and nothing but the charter 
would carry out their views in their own way, and those who wished 
for complete suffrage, let them, in another place, examine their bill 
clause by clause—let them put forward the people’s bill of rights, a 
bill which would be the glory of England, and leave it to the public 
to stamp their approval upon it. He thought they were entitled to 
the same privileges as the chartists demanded for themselves ; but if 
they said . No if they said, You must come to us, and take our 
name,“ and leave us nothing of our own, then he submitted that they 
deprived them of all independence of thought and action. They were 
not for the working classes, but for all classes—they were for a reduc- 
tion of taxes by legal means—they were for a reform of the church 
upon scripture and reason—they were not for leveling, and destroy- 
ing, and dividing [loud cries of order J. He was willing to go 
great lengths to secure unanimity, but he would not consent to put 
aside the consideration of the new bill, and adopt the charter, the 
whole charter, and nothing but the charter 5 

Mr West, being a working man sent there by working men, was 
anxious to bear his testimony to the kindly feeling that had hitherto 
pervaded the meeting. The last speaker was mistaken in supposing 
that there was a party in that room who were determined not to en- 
tertain the bill of the Complete Suffrage council. No such 1 
whole question was one of priority, and if it was found that > e 
charter was an incomplete document, it could be amended from 1 
provisions of the bill to which reference had been made. Why cou 
they not come to terms without a compromise of principle on 2 * 
side hear, hear]? Nothing, in his opinion, was easier, and he 
trusted the amendment of Mr Lovett would be agreed to. 

Mr Ronert Summers, of Newton Stewart, in Wigton, said, not- 
withstanding the smoothness with which the preliminary business 
was carried on, he had his apprehensions all through that there was a 
rock somewhere a-head, and it would require all their skill and expe- 
rience to steer safely the ark of the people through these shoals and 
breakers. Much of their difficulty arose from the dogged determina- 
tion of both parties to have nothing but their own bills [hear, hear]. 
He would submit an amendment which he hoped would meet the 
difficulty, and enable them to take the two measures into considera- 
tion, and therefrom prepare a measure which would meet the views of 
all parties hear, hear]. He was sincerely attached to the people’s 
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charter, but he did not deny that it was capable of amendment and 
improvement; and for these reasons he thought the complete suffrage 
council were fully justified in preparing a bill which would embody 
these improvements. Besides, the charter was the bill of the working 
classes ; and now that the middle classes were about to combine with 
them it was essentially necessary that there should be a new measure 
which would comprise all these amendments and improvements that 
had been found necessary. They were met to prepare a measure for 
the approval of the conference, and not to adopt any particular bill; and 
for these reasons he would suggest that all these bills, with Major 
Cartwright’s Dill, and any others that might be thought necessary, 
should be referred to the conference, and all clauses of each considered 
part passu, and such amendments made as might be considered essen- 
tial to the well-being of all. He trusted that the petty feeling of 
pride which actuated both parties to insist upon priority for their 
measure would be laid aside, and that all would unite in endeavouring 
to frame a good measure. 

The CnAIRMAN thought one of the resolutions submitted last night 
fully met the views of the speaker. 

Mr BRoODIE, of Airdrie, seconded the amendment of Mr Summers. 
He thought there had been too much smooth water at their commence- 
ment; and, let them disguise it as they might, there were two parties 
present who, unless they made some concession to each other, would 
eventually be divided, and thereby do the most serious detriment to 
their cause. 

Mr W. P. Roserts, of Bath, denied that there was any wish on the 
part of the chartists to claim priority for their bill; the amendment had 
not been proposed until it was ascertained that Mr Beggs would not with- 
draw the resolution which was considered so objectionable. He did not 
think a proper course had been adopted with regard to that bill. It 
was printed, and yet it had not been placed in the hands of any mem- 
ber of the conference ſ hear, hear]. y should they give their sanc- 
tion to a measure of which they knew nothing, and which, so far as he 
knew anything of it, was not to be put for a moment in competition 
with the people’s charter. Mr Roberts then referred to some of the 
clauses of the bill, which he denounced as inconsistent with all legal 
knowledge and common sense. He again appealed to Mr Beggs to 
withdraw his invidious resolution, and preserve that unanimity which 
was so desirable. 

Mr Mond wished to set the meeting right with regard to a few 
facts in reference to thebill prepared by the Complete Suffrage council. 
Mr Lovett stated that he had not seen it, although the opportunity 
had been afforded him, had he chosen to avail himselfof it. The bill 
had only just been received from London, and a copy would be placed 
in the hand of every member of the conference the moment it was de- 
cided to take its provisions into consideration. 

Mr Lovett explained. He repeated that he knew nothing of the 
bill till it had been prepared. 

Mr Brewster feared there were now among them the elements of 
dissension [cries of “no, no’’], but he should be glad to find that 
there was wisdom and patriotism enough among them to set them 
right, and keep them together as a united body (hear, hear]. He was 
about to propose an amendment to them which he hoped would be 
considered satisfactory to all parties; and he must observe, that he 
regretted very much that Mr Lovett had taken the course which his 
amendment indicated, and he regretted also that his friend on his right 
had proposed another in which he could not concur. At the last con- 
ference they had adopted all the great principles of.the charter, and 
they then agreed to take into consideration at the present meeting all 
the documents bearing upon the question, not excepting the charter 
[cheers]. Were they now to break up their great national convention 
because they could not agree upon such trifles as priority with 
regard to one document or another. Shame on them if that were 
to be the case. Why should one document or the other have 
priority? Why not take all into consideration and adopt which- 
ever was the best? His amendment was to the effect that the bill pre- 
pared by the Complete Suffrage council, being founded on the people’s 
charter, and embodying its great principles, it is unnecessary to discuss 
any other document, except in connexion with the bill, and until afte 
it has been disposed of|hear, hear]. Great stress had been laid upon 
an adherence to the charter, because men had suffered imprisonment 
and transportation ; but he thought that was rather a reflection upon 
those who had had recourse to violence and intemperate language, 
which was a direct violation of the principles of the charter [order, 
chair]. 

25 OHNSTON, of Bristol, seconded the amendment of Mr Brewster. 
He for one wus certainly not prepared to reject a bill until he knew 
what its provisions were. He feared, if the present system of party 
feeling was followed up, that their conference would terminate with- 
out their having effected any of the great objects for which they had 
assembled. He trusted no more time would be wasted, but that they 
would at once proceed to the business of the meeting [hear, hear]. 

Mr Davis, of Hawick, denied that the chartists wished to cram the 
charter down the throats of the other portion of the meeting. The 
chartists knew what that document contained—-its principles were en- 
deared to the people, and they certainly did not wish, peal their 
representatives in that body, to throw aside a document in which they 
placed confidence—whose principles had been recognised by the Com- 
plete Suffrage council, in favour of a bill of which they knew nothing 
whatever. He regretted that an executive committee had not been 
formed, to whom all these documents, without distinction, might be 
referred. He believed the sound sense of the majority of the mecting 
woula lead them to adopt whatever amendments and improvements 
upon the charter might be considered advisable. 

Mr Artuur ALBRIGHT defended the course that had been adopted 
| the council, in submitting their bill as the basis of discussion, and 
of the provision of that bill. ‘The delegates had received previous no- 
tice, so they could not complain of having been taken unawares. It 
was well known that the charter, in its present form, could not be 
passed through the House of Commons; and it was most material 
that the provisions of the bill should be prepared before the question 
was submitted to the House of Commons. IIe should support the 
amendment of Mr Summers,which went to do away with priority for 
either document. 

Mr WIIIIAus, of Sunderland, thought the mere question of priority 
was one that ought not for a moment to have arrested the busi- 


ness of the meeting. He thought both partics were somewhat ing 
fault, and nothing in his mind would be easier than to point out a 
common ground, such as was indicated in the amendment of Mr Sum- 
mers, and which, he thought, would meet the views of both parties. 

Mr Patrick O’Hiceixs thought that the proposition of Mr Beggs 
was certainly somewhat extraordinary namely, that they should take 
a bill, of which they knew nothing, and take it as the basis of their 
discussion. Had Mr Beggs come forward with the charter in one hand 
and the bill in the other, and proposed them as the basis of their dis- 
cussions, it would have met the views of both parties. In his opinion 
it would have been a gross dereliction of duty, if the Complete Suf- 
frage council had not prepared such a bill as was about to be laid be- 
fore the meeting. He only regretted that both documents had not 
been laid upon the table together. 

Mr Epwarp MILL said there was great danger, in a mecting like 
the present, of getting into a blaze of eloquence and forgetting the main 
objects they had come to consider. There were many points one 
could touch upon ad captandum, and which tell upon the minds of indi- 
viduals ; but they ought to pay some attention to facts—stubborn 
facts—and they could take them with them, and reflect upon them 
with pleasure, when they passed to their last account. This was a 
question of priority ; all the arguments which had been urged to the 
meeting, had been directed to the question of which document should 
have priority [hear, hear]; they were now engaged in a discussion as 
to which party should be uppermost, and have its own way [hear, 
hear]. He (Mr Miall) thought they had assembled to endeavour to 
obtain for their oppressed countrymen their rights, and he had heard 
no one venture to assert or to prove that these rights could only be 
obtained through the medium of the charter. They (the complete suf- 
frage party), when the chartists were low, and exposed to much 
odium, stood forward in support of their principles, and thereby in- 
curred greatreproach. Without any selfish motives, but merely 
anxious to accomplish the great objects of justice, came forward, 
and proposed to carry into legislative enactment, the objects the char- 
tists hadin view. Upon whom did they seek to bring their influence 
to bear? Not upon the working classes, because they were already 
agreed upon it. They wentamong their own cless—they went una- 
bashed and unashamed before men, who confounded the name of 
chartism with every thing that was violent and bad. They rescued 
these great principles from odium and reproach [cheers]. The chartist 
party met them atthe conference—they doubted them, but he would 
not refer to what had passed ; they were suspected as not going far 
enough, but they conceded point after point they ict them define the 
thing as they pleased, everything they considered essentially neces- 
sary for the enfranchisement of the people they had joined the chartists 
in accomplishing: and now they had callde them together in order to 
see that they meant no mistake, and they put before them a bill com- 
prehending the principles they required and deemed requisite. They 
said they were ready to go to this extent, and they believed these prin- 
ciples were shut up in that bill. What did the other party do? 
They put that bill out of the way, and said.“ No, you must consider 
that document“ [cries of hear, and“ No, no,“ ]. It was at least very 
like it. What! were they contending for the principles of the charter ? 
No. Real details? No. But whether in fact the chartists or the 
other party should have priority ſhear, and cheers]. Ine present was 
simply a contest for priority, and not for the interests of the people. 
Those who were interested for the people, would not look at such 
petty distinctions—they cared little for documents, and if the oppor- 
tunity was afforded them, they would agree with their friends of the 
middle class, taking care that nothing should be icft behind hand, 
through which principle might evaporate. For himself, he could say, 
that he had acted in a perfectly honest spirit from the commencement 
ſhear, hear|—he had been not only honest, but earnest—his heart 
had been identified with the course he had marked out for himself. 
He pitied and mourned over the poor, degraded, oppressed, and in- 
sulted working classes; and he came forward, so far as his ability ex- 
tended, to use his best exertions to obtain them substantial justice. 
Let the working classes show that they were worzhy of it, by taking it 
in whatever form it was offercd, or under whatever name [cheers]. If 
it was believed that they were honest, and that they were advocating 
the interests of the people, let ail go on together—if they were going 
wrong, let the other party denounce them. ‘The present was a matter 
of party feeling, and not of truth ; and he should conclude by sup- 
porting the original motion, simply because it brought before them a 
bill, which was expedient in their view, and it would be for the con- 
ference to adopt or reject it ſhear, hear]. 

Mr Donatp M’Purrson of Ipswich, supported Mr Lovett’s amend- 
ment. 

The Rev. WILLIAu Leask supported the original motion. 

The CyarrMan said they were now arrived at that hour, when they 
must either adjourn or come to a vote upon the question before the 
meeting. 

The majority being in favour of an adjournment, the debate was ac- 
cordingly postponed till the evening sitting. 


Evening siting. 

The conference re-assembled at 3 0’¢lock. Mr Rorrrrs, secretary 
of the election committee, reported that they had investigated the 
Newcastle case, and had come to a determination that the four dele- 
gates elected at a general meeting were duly elected, and with regard 
to the others, subsequently elected at a polling place, that they were 
not duly elected ; but the committee recommended that the last men- 
tioned gentlemen should sit as visitors, but should not be entitled to 
vote. 

The adjourned debate was then resumed. 

Mr Tuouas Cooper rose to support the amendment made at thc 
morning sitting by two of their Scotch friends, moving that all the do- 
cuments be laid together on the table. He denied the accuracy of 
Mr Miall’s statement, that he and his party had wiped away the dis- 
grace and odium from the charter. He also denied that the present 
struggle was a party one—it was rather a struggle for justice and fair 
Rr and he maintained that the amendment of Me Lovett, which he 

ad been compelled to submit to the meeting, had been forced upon 
him by the obstinacy of Mr Beggs, in refusing to modify his resolution. 
Mr James WILSON, of Aberdeen, did not think he would be con- 
sidered intrusive, if he made a few remarks upon the important ques- 
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— then before them. Ile should feel it his duty to oppose the 
amendment of Mr Lovett, because they had received the support of a 
large and influential body of the middle classes, from the period of 
their uniting with the complete suffrage party. If they severed that 
connexion now, they would throw back the cause of the charter for 50 
years ; and he thought the experience of the past—the proof of how 
little they had been able to accomplish without the co-operation of 
the middle classes—would be sufficient to convince them of the ab- 
surdity of such a course. He had had a very large experience among 
the working classes, and he felt convinced that the great — of 
the people would cheerfully give up the name of the charter, so long 
as the principles contained in it were maintained and upheld [cries of 
no, no“ ]. He thought it extremely ungracious in any party to en- 
deavour to set aside the bill, which had been compared by the Com- 
plete Suffrage association. He was determined to stand by the great 
principles on which the present movement was founded. 

Dr Wan said he should regret the victory on whatever side it 
should fall, becsuse tt could not be considered in the light of a triumph. 
Much as he (Dr Wade) was for the charter, if all the men of the 
middle class were Joseph Sturge or Mr Miall, he would not hold out 
one moment for the charter. But these men were no type ofthe class, 
and the only security the people had, was in carrying out the charter 
[cheers]. The great question before them was to do away with class 
legislation; and to effect that, there must be a co-operation between 
the working and middle classes. Then came the struggle, and the 
middle classes being the aggressors, having deceived the people in 
the working out of the Reform bill, ought to make the concession in 
the present, case by giving them the charter, name and all [cheers]. 
He concluded that the working classes could not concede without a 
sacrifice of principle, what the meeting was called upon to adopt. 

Monstrum, horrendum, informe, ingens, cui lumen adempium est.” 

It was like buying a pig in a poke; and like the Irishman’s pig, the 
trying to get into parliament by means of such a bill, was like trying 
to catch that animal with a soaped tail [great laughter]. He called 
upon the complete sufirage party to give way in this instance, and 
secure the unanimity of the meeting. 

Dr Grover, of Edinburgh, said he would yield to no man in his zeal 
for the charter; but in the present case he thought the complete suf- 
frage party was in the right, and that the amendment of Mr Lovett 
was uncalled for and unnecessary. He proposed to unite the con- 
tested clause of the resolution altogether, and substitute for it the six 
points to be the basis of their discussion. 

Mr Jacon Dixon, of Northwich, afterwards addressed the meeting, 
which chen became extremely impatient. 

The Cuamman put it to the mecting, whether they would go on with 
the discussion or divide. 

Mr O'Connor did not think such a question could be put. So long 
a3 any member wished to speak, they could not go to a division, other- 
wise they would be obliged to succumb to the tyranny of a majority. 

The CMamstax feared he would shortly be in the position that 
Feargus O'Connor had often found himself in the house of Commons, 
when the cry of „divide“ was so general, that no speeches could be 
made. He was only anxicus that they would speedily come to a vote 
upon the question. 

Mr Vicksrs, of Belper, supported the amendment of Mr Lovett; 
and he could assure the middie classes that unless they went to the 
working classes, the latter would never come to them, for as a body, 
they could not place confidence in them. 

Mr ArcurnaLp M‘Donne xt, of Aberdeen, supported the amendment 
of Mr Lovett. 

Mr Janez Wers, of Reacing, wished to bring the meeting back to 
the point they had started from, IIe took it for granted that they 
were agreed upon the six points [hear, hear]. Whatever differences 
night occur between them, let the public distinctly understand that 
on the six points all present were agreed [cheers]. Their great ob- 
ject was to effect a change in the representative system; and how was 
itto be effected unless by a desperate and bloody revolution, which 
every one in that body would, he was sure, deprecate, if they were 
not able to move and influence the electoral body, and through them 
obtain the passing of those principles through both houses of parlia- 
ment. He declared that if he was convinced to-morrow that the 
adoption of the charter was the best means of carrying out their prin- 
cinles, he would abandon the complete suffrage party without the 
slightest regret. Fverything the chartists wished for they had con- 
ceeded, and he hoped they would now put an end to this division among 
their body. 

Mr Danny, as one who was Cesirous for the most complete union be- 
tween the middle and working classes, wished to say a word with re- 
guard to the resolution and amendment. Let it be borne in mind that 
there was no difference with regard to political opinion between them ; 
it was merely a question of priority as to a document, and he really 
thought that they would best consult the permanency and stability of 
the present movement, by adopting the amendment of Mr Lovett. He 
thought thet giving up the name of“ charter“ was a concession to the 
mean and paltry prejudices of the middle classes [cheers]. After 
twelve iouths’ expormence, their chairman and others among them 
must be convinced cf the fallacy of these prejudices, and they might 
rest assured chat it was the principles of the charter and not the name 
to which they objected [loud cheers}. Mr Miall had said,“ Take our 
bill.“ and if he were the minister of a despotic government, he might 
be ready to take it; but the question was not what the government 
would give them, but how they could best force the government to 
‘oneede their rehts loud cheers}. Unless there was a complete 
union of the middleand working clisses, they would never obtain their 

object; mid if they showed the middle classes that there was no great 
public object which could be accomplished without the recognition of 
U. principles of the charter, they would eventually compel them to 
combine with them in obtaining a ful 
tation of Lae country. 

Mr Lau urch Livi worn, of Liverpool, said there was not a better 
chartist in that room than hiinsell, so far as regarded the six unportant 
points contained in it. He feared, however, that the contest among 
them was who should be their leaders {cries of“ no, no“ J. When he 
joined the movement, he had placed himeelt under the leadership of 
hter, and much interruption}. If they did 


Mr Sturge fhear and lauzht 
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ot allow him te express his sentiments, he would tell them that, al- 
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though chartists, they were the greatest tyrants in existence hear, 
hear]. He revered their principles, but he never would identify him- 
self with their leaders [hisses, groans, and cries of ‘turn him out ]. 
He would insist upon being heard altho he suspected, | were 
afraid to hear him. He repeated he never identify hi with 
their leaders, because his eyes had secn and his ears hal heel, senti- 
ments which had disgusted him [great uproar for some minutes, fol- 
lowed by loud cries of name, name J. He had no objection to 
name [loud cries of no, no J. They were met to advocate peaceful 
and constitutional agitation, instead of following the advice of those 
who would lead them on to bloodshed and plunder [ great confusien for 


some minutes]. 


Mr Hosson said, let him go on—he is a sample of his class [loud 


cheers |. 

Mr 13 was glad to stand there as the representative of his 
class. He had given his honest opinions to the meeting, and he left 
them now to decide upon the question in whatever way they thought 
proper. 

Mr Sxe.ton of Westminster, Mr Rotanp of Dundee, and Mr Bugs- 
Ley of Blackburn afterwards addressed the meeting. The latter dele- 
gate complained, in bitter terms, of the insulting manner in which Mr 

eyworth had alluded to the leaders of the people. The working 
classes would never give up the charter—they would never abandon 
their principles, nor surrender themselves into the hands of the middle 
classes, for whose honesty they had no security whatever [cries of ** no” 
and“ shame J. After some further observations Mr Beesley con- 
cluded by supporting Mr Lovett’s amendment. 

Mr Lowny supported the amendment of Mr Summers, although he 
was a firm and uncompromising chartist. He had always laid down 
the doctrine, that whoever took up his principles he would work with 
him under whatever name he came forward. It was urged by the 
complete suffrage that there was a prejudice to be combated 
and put down, and so far the argument was certainly in their favour ; 
but, he asked, was it politie to drive away real friends for the sake of 
obtaining doubtful ones. It was essential that all should unite upon 
the principles of the bill to be brought forward—that was the only sti- 
pulation the working classes need make. He was aware there were 
prejudices on both sides; but let them only do justice, and they would 
tind that the people would go with them independent of who their 
leaders were, or what their name was. 

Mr Jonrs, of Liverpool, begged it to be understood that Mr Hey- 
worth was not a Liverpool delegate. He had insinuated the most un- 
founded charges against the leaders of the chartists, and he believed 
that all Mr Heyworth’s professions of philanthropy and humanity 
were rank h isy [cries of order, „chair J. It was 
that at the last conference the complete s party had made every 
concession to the chartists, and had adopted all their important prin- 
ciples ; but that only proved that they had obtained more intelligence 
from their conference with the working classes, or it proved that they 
had merely voted for convenience. In the former case, which was the 
more reasonable, it showed that the working classes were able to en- 
lighten their fellow men in a higher rank, and he did not think it 
would be acting wisely to put aside the nce loan opinions, and 
prejudices of the great y of the working c to conciliate a 
small section of the middle classes. He should support Mr Lovett’s 
amendment. 

Mr Lovrrr wished to state that he had pro to the leading 

y the bill and the 


members of the complete — council to 
charter upon the table, and to read it and the charter clause by clause, 


and go on until they had made out a perfect document that the bill 
should go forward even without a title if they thought proper, and get 
some members of parliament to present it, by which means a bond of 
union would be formed between the parties. He regretted, however, 
to say that the leading members of the complete suffrage party had 
said,“ No, let your motion go to a division.“ He stated that to show 
he was anxious to do all he eould to avoid division among their body 
[cries of “ divide“ ]. ; 

Mr F. Coorrn then rose and attempted to address the meeting, but 
the cries of “ vote,’’ and “ divide,” were so loud and general that he 
could not obtain a hearing. : 

Mr Broos then proceeded to reply. He regretted being obliged to 
press his motion to a division, because he was deeply impr with 
the zeal and sincerity of Mr Lovett, who had moved the amendment, 
and he hoped it would be distinetly understood that whatever the re- 
sult might be, it did not produce any division whatever, or any change 
in the sentiments and principles they had previously maintained and 
supported. Had the — eed to Mr Lovett’s, or had any other 
of the amendments been agreed to, it would have been little short of a 
vote of want of confidence in themselves, and would be a suicidal 
measure. It was well known that the charter had not had the effect 
of uniting all the working classes together, for he had witnessed the 
greatest bitterness and acidity in one section of that class towards 
another. If the formidable document which they were deli 
upon was so worthless, and so insufficient as it had been repr 
by Mr O'Connor and Mr Roberts, he knew not why they should be 
so much afraid of it, and why they should be afraid to permit it to be 
brought into competition with a document such as the people’s charter, 
which had obtained their sanction for a period of five years. He now 
left the matter in their hands, trusting that they would come toa 
calm and deliberate vote upon the subject. 

Ine Secrxerary said he had conferred with the Chairman, and it 
had been arranged that the three amendments should be put in the 
first instance, and that amendment which had the largest show of 
hauds should be put against the original motion. 

The amendment of Mr Brewster was first put, and only two or 
three hands were held up in its favour; for Mr Summers’ amendment 
there was a larger number; and for Mr Lovett’s amendment a large 
majority of the meeting held up their hands. 

The CuHainMan said it would now be his duty to put the amendment 
of Mr Lovett against the original motion. He begged to observe, that 
he should feel it right to record his vote in favour of the original mo- 
tion, being the representative of two places. He felt satisfied that an: 
little difference of opinion would not destroy the good feeling whi 
he entertained towards his friend Mr Lovett; but it was due to himself 
‘o say that, had he known it was intended to bring forward the peo- 
ple's charter as a document to be discussed, he should have plainly 
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said so before he put his name to the circular calling the conference 

hear, hear]. In putting his name to the invitation letter he certainly 
d not mean that the 11 charter was to be discussed. 
The amendment of Mr Lovett was then put against the original 
motion, and declared to be carried. 

The names of the delegates were then called for and taken down as 
they had voted. 
e CHAIRMAN then rose and announced that the numbers were 


For the origina] resolutions ........ b desdsececcwaet 94 
r ea TR ... 193 
FF CC 73 
Declined to vote . ²˙ Ey ee er re 14 


The CuairaMan then said the time was come for the adjournment of 
the meeting, and he wished to say a word or two before they 2 
rated. He was one of those who was not at all surprised, after what 
had occurred during the last few years, at the extreme fear that some 
of their friends seemed to entertain lest there should be the slightest 
compromise of principle as to the great points involved in obtaining a 
full, fair, and free representation of the people in parliament, as laid 
down in that excellent document, the people’s charter [cheers]. 
Whatever might be the result of that or any other meeting, he had no 
hesitation in stating, that those who drew it up were deserving of the 
highest praise hear, hear]. Whatever errors it might contain, its 
os <n was to secure equal justice to all classes of society [hear]. 

the most serious consideration of the subject he ed to say, 
thathe felt a good deal pained at being — in competition with 
the old political leaders of the people. No man was more unfit for 
such a position than himself, and he would not willingly take the 
laurels from the brow of any individual. While there were some who, 
perhaps, could not Be ee — the difficulties of the position of those 
men who faithfully adhered to the document called the charter; on the 
other hand there were many present who could not appreciate 
the difficulties they on the other side of the question had to contend 
with [loud cries of hear, hear J. And if any expression of warmth 
or indly feeling had fallen in the course of discussion from 
those belonging to his (Mr Sturge’s) class, if they only knew how 
these men were taunted by the class to which they belo for 
identifying themselves with the present movement, they would make 
some allowance for their irritation, when they were suspected with- 
out just cause (hear, hear]. As he had before said, if the conference 
could not place full dence in the Complete r council, he 
did blame them for the decision they had come to. They felt that 
their exertions would be of little avail without the assistance of the 
leading men on the other side of the question, and that it was to them 
they must look for — knowing that their diffi- 
culties would be very great, while they tried to break down the pre- 
judices of the working classes. After the most minute consideration 
he felt that he would now best promote the cause they had in view, by 
no —.— occupying the chair after the adjournment of that evening 
hear, hear]. At the same time he earnestly hoped, that although 
they could not work together exactly in the same steps, they d 
not consider each other enemies, but as men all working heartily and 
anxiously in the same road [loud cheers]. He hoped there d not 
be the slightest unkind fee in the mind of any one when he, and 
those who thought with him, left the room to those who felt it right 
to go on in the course which the recent decision had indicated. He 
thought the better plan would be for his friends who agreed with him 
to devote, in another place, the two days that remained to the dis- 
e@ussion of the provisions of the bill, and the other business for which 
they had been called together „ hear]. He had ne wish to in- 
fluence asingle individual in the course he ought to pursue, but he 
thought it right, after the most mature consideration, to give it as his 
deliberate opinion, that after the vote that had been come to, he 
would best serve his and their cause by working in the way he had 
pointed out, and making the most of their time. Perhaps he should 
not have an opportunity of meeting many of them again; and, 
although he was very unwilling to answer anything that had been 
put forth unjustly against him, he was anxious to correct any erro- 
neous impression that honest minds had reeeived. It was stated that 
he acted uncourteously in writing the word No,“ in answer to 
a question that had been — to him; but he would refer any 
33 who troubled themselves about the matter to John Hunt and 
osep to say whe 


had 

h Corbet, ther he had been guilty of any act of dis- 
courtesy or not hear, heur]. He thanked ‘them sincerely for the 
kindness and forbearance they had shown to him while presiding over 
the meeting, and he thought nobody had a right, considering the cir- 
cumstances of excitement under which they had met, to find fault 
with the tone and temper in which the proceedings had been con- 
ducted [cheers]. 

In answer to Mr O Connor, Mr Srurce afterwards said that his 

inion was, that they would best promote the cause of the people by 
discussing the bill that had been prepared in another room. 

The Rev. Tos. Spencer said — would state what the impression 
upon his mind, and that of Mr Sturge and most of their other friends, 
was under the present circumstances. The question was, how they could 
best serve the working classes, and he believed that would be effected 
by an independent movement of the complete suffrage body. They 
had never wished to draw the people from the charter, and he had no 
wish to see them stopped in their efforts to benefit their condition. 
At the same time, ing as they had hitherto done, a month would 
not enable them to get through the busmess before them. They had 
resolved, therefore, to devote the two remaining days to the consider- 
ation of the bill, clause by clause; and after it had been maturely 
considered and prepared, to leave it for the decision of the public. In 
that way, they were of opinion that the interests of the working 
classes would be best served, by their working separately. Those who 
were in the majority of 194, would go on with their proceedings in 


that room, and those in the minority of 94 would meet to-morrow in 


another place. 

Mr Strurcethought it right, before he retired, to correct a misunder- 
standing that existed in the minds of some persons. He was fully 
persuaded that upon no point had the late conference been more 
guarded, than in avoiding anything like a pledge that the charter 
could be taken into consideration in preference to any other docu- 
ment [hear, hear]. 


Rev. Tos Spencer also felt it right to deny that the Complete 


N 


judgment as to what ought to be laid before t 
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Suffrage movement was in arry way connected with the Anti- corn- lav 
League as had been stated by some ns. 

Lovetr said, he ought to take blame to himself, for that c 
being brought against the 5 Suffrage council, for he was 
first person who introduced the question of the corn laws at their 
meetings. He regretted the course that had been adopted by Mr 
Sturge and his friends to withdraw from them; he believed they were 
actuated by the motives—he heartily wished them good speed, 
and would conclude by moving the cordial thanks of the conference to 
‘ioe heer) for his very proper and impartial conduct in the chair 

oud cheers]. 

Mr F. O'Connor cordially seconded the motion, and regretted that 
they had not remained to see what turn the discussion would take. 
It would not, he feared, look well in the eyes of the country, that upon 
the very first vote that had been taken, the conference had divided into 
two es. As regarded Mr Sturge, his conduct only confirmed him 
in the opinion he had long since entertained, that he was actuated by 
the most conscientious motives, and there was no man to whom might 
be more safely entrusted the liberties and the best interests of the 
pope of that country. 

e thanks of the conference were then voted by acclamation to 
Mr Sturge, and this was followed by all the delegates rising and giving 
three loud and hearty cheers for that gentleman. 

Mr Stunrce returned thanks, and assured them that no one could 


feel more rejoiced than himself, if it turned out that he was unk 
in 


and they were right; and he assured them that if he did not th 
that he was thereby serving the cause of the people best, he would not 
have taken the course he had on the present occasion. 

Mr Sturge and those who voted with him, then retired, and shortly 
afterwards the conference adjourned. 


—— 


THURSDAY, THIRD DAY. 
Morning sitting. 

The minority of the conference who had voted in favour of the 
original motion of Mr Beggs, as prescribed in the mme of the 
council of the Complete Suffrage Union, met this morning at the Tem- 
perance hotel, Moore street, pursuant to an arrangement entered into 
the previous evening. 

Shortly after ten o'clock, there being about ninety delegates assem- 
bled, on the motion of the Rev. Tuomas Spencer, seconded by Mr E. 
MALI, Joseph Sturge, Esq., was called to the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN re that the accommodation provided for their 
friends was not of a better description, but they were obliged to take 
whatever could be procured on the spur of the moment. 

Mr Ricwarp Gaxvtner of Manchester thoughttheir first duty would 
be to understand, and let the public understand, the exact position in 
which they had been placed by the recent preceedings of the majority 
of the conference.. ith that object, he proposed to move a resolu- 
tion to the effect that a majority of the delegates having refused to 
E to the specific business for which it been convened, we 

declare that such majority be excluded from the future discussions 
of the body. It should be first of all distinctly understood that in no 
one principle had they differed. It was — hr] ee of discipline 
and order; and the majority having compelled the secession of the 
council andthe minority, by obs ing the regular business of the con- 
ference, in violation of the — es of every assembly, they wero 
now met to proceed with the ideration of these matters. The council, 
which had fairly chosen at the late conference, had prepared the 
heads of a bill to be submitted for the consideration of the present con- 
ference ; not to be put dogmatically before them for their adoption, 
but for the purpose of having its various details considered, and if 
necessary, amended. They had 22 at considerable trouble and 
expense, the leading provisions of the bill, and were prepared to lay 
it on the table, without offering any opinion upon its merits, or sayi 
whether it was better or worse than the people's charter hear, hear]. 
But the majority, acting, as he thought, very im rly and discour- 
teously, refused to receive it as the basis of their proceedings not 
because it contained any violation of their principles, for it included 
the six points which the former conference had adopted, but in defiance 
of all order and discipline, they decided that they would not cxamine 
that bill, but would take into consideration another document. He 
thought if the council had not made the stand it did, its own authority 
would have been entirely lost hear, hear]. It was admitted that 
every society must have some recognised head—they had chosen the 
council to act in matters of routine and discipline, and to form their 
the majority had been influenced in that matter by anything but bad 
taste and error of judgment. It was much to be regretted where 
they had so many enemies abroad to contend with, dissension should 
have been introduced into their own body, by an exhibition of what 
he must consider bad taste and temper. 

Mr E. MrALL seconded the resolution. He would say a few words 
as to the position in which they were placed, and as to their power as 
a deliberative body. They must bear in mind that the council, who 
Had convened that body, was after all the of whatever life the 
conference had ; that it was the creature of the council, for the pur- 
poses stated to be their main objects hear, hear]. ‘Those who came 
together might agree or not to the business of the council, but they 
came in order that the council might lay certain business before them, 
and take their opinion upon it „ hear]. It was impossible for 
those whom the council had called together to dispossess it of its autho- 
rity, for that which sprung out of the council could not have any supe- 
rior power over it. It was necessary, in order to constitute them a 
regular deliberative assembly, that the very terms and conditions, al- 
ways presupposed in this case, should have been fulfilled. They were 
aware that last night a majority of the delegates had decided that 
they would not receive the draft of the bill that was to be laid before 
them. Under these circumstances nothing was left them but simply 
to retire with those members of the minority, who were — 0 
support their authority in the matter, and to pass a resolution exclud- 
ing from their future deliberations those who had not simply differed 
from them in opinion, but, taking the place of the council, had put them 
out of doors, and had constituted themselves the governing body in their 
stead [ hear, hear]. That could not be allowed, and they could never 
call another conference together, unless they had the power of defin- 
ing its objects. By the present motion, they determined their ad- 


or, 
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herence to the objects of the council—namcely, to consider the details 
of the bill. They would allow any other member of the conference to 
put upon the table any other bill to be considered, side by side with 
it; but, as a matter of order, they now declared that they would sup- 
rt the council in the course they had marked out for themselves 
cheers}. 

Dr Ritcuie said their time was, then, more precious than at any 
former time, and he should say very little. He fully agreed in all that 
had been said by the mover and seconder of the resolution, and al- 
though dutifully in their own consciences, yet nevertheless painfully 
in their hearts, they had felt themselves under the necessity of sepa- 
rating. At the same time he suggested that they ought to leave the door 
open to such of their friends as might think it right to join them. 

The Rev. Mr Swan thought the terms of the resolution had been 
unhappily chosen [hear, hear]. He regretted deeply what had oc- 
curred, but he felt, in the bottom of his heart, the sincerity of those 
men who had thought it right to object to their proceedings. It ap- 
peared to him, that the thing was inevitable; but as they would be 
strictly watched in all they did, he thought they should proceed with 
prudence and caution. It was, he believed, rather an unusual thing 
for a minority to exclude a majority, and he thought terms of a very 
different character might have been selected. He trusted, therefore, 
the motion would be considered [hear, hear]. He would conclude by 
expressing a hope that what had occurred~would not impede the great 
objects they all had in view. 

Res. Mr Brewster did not think there was any necessity for an 
amendment. IIe could not justify himself to his constituents, if he 
did not feel bound to hear the bill read in the first instance, and that 
the majority had distinctly refused to do. 

Mr Ansrry, of Devizes, did not understand how they could con- 
sider themselves the conference, unless it was shown that the terms of 
the invitation had been violated by the majority, and he wished Mr 
Morgan to read what the precise terms of the invitation were. 

Mr Mona explained that he had that morning written a letter to 
the Chairman of delegates assembled at the Mechanic’s institution, 
resigning his situation as secretary. 

Rev. Mr Srencer moved that Mr Morgan be appointed sceretary 
to the present meeting, which, being seconded, was unanimously 
agreed to. 

A De roate suggested that they ought not to exclude any member 
of the majority who presented himself, as he believed that there were 
many of that majority who were still disposed to act with them. 

Mr Anstey said the terms of the invitation were“ that the confer- 
ence proceed to consider a bill,“ and he did not think the statements in 
the resolution were clearly borne out by the facts, and could not agree 
with it. 

Mr Davis, of Crediton, felt no hesitation in concurring with the re- 
solution, because he conccived the conference had been called together 
by the council, on terms that could not be misunderstood ; and that 
was the view of the public body by whom he had been elected, and 
whose instruction he felt it his duty to comply with. He had reason 
to believe that they might expect a deputation from the majority of 
last night for a copy of the bill that was to be laid before them. He 
thought they ought to be prepared to give them an answer. 

Mr Witson, of Aberdeen, thought they ought to protest in the first 
place against the amendment of last night. 

Mr Jonx Coxiiins thought they ought to pause a little before they 
passed a resolution like that then before them, lest they might place 
themselves in a false position before the country. Let them admit all 
who were disposed to join them, and in that way they would be able 
to justify themselves to the public and their friends, and prevent any 
just ground of complaint being made against them by their enemies 
(hear, hear]. 

Rev. ‘nos. Spencer thought it would be better to alter the resolu- 
tion, because he wished to give that body the opportunity, at least as 
many of them as thought proper, of considering the provisions of the 
bill. The majority having attempted to tie them hand and foot, they 
were quite justified in seceding from them. He thought the resolution 
ought to be amended, so as to admit to that meeting whoever chose to 
act with them in the business which had called them together. 

Mr Mia. thought they were bound to rally round the council, and 
to support them in carrying out the objects for which they had been 
called together. He maintained that although they were the mino- 
rity, they were still the conference. The parties who came with other 
objects in view, could not be considered the conference. 

Mr Humpnunery thought they were quite right in retiring last night, 
but he did not think they would be right in calling themselves the 
conference ſ hear, hear]. 

Mr Mrreunrm, of Aberdeen, did not think the majority had refused 
to entertain their bill; they had refused to make it the basis of their 
discussion [hear, hear]. It it could be clearly shown that the dele- 
gates, before they were sent to the conference, understood that it was 
imperative upon them to make the bill the basis of their discussions, 
then he would agree with Mr Miall, that they had refused to comply 
with the terms of the invitation, but not otherwise. 

Mr Herpert Spencer thought the majority had put themselves de- 
eidedly in the wrong by refusing to entertain the bill—by their substi- 
tuting another measure they showed clearly that the understanding 
was that there was a bill to be submitted to them. 

Mr MorcGan had just received a communication which rendered it 
necessary that he should ask the council to retire with him for a short 
time, with the understanding that although the discussion might go 
on no decision should be come to in their absence. 

Mr Anstey was then called to the chair, and the council retired to 
another room. During their absence a desultory conversation was 
carried on. 

The council having returned to the room, and Mr Sturge having re- 
sumed the chair, 

Rev. T. Spencer said, now that they had an opportunity of pro- 
ceeding to business, he should move that the draft of the bill prepared 
by the council be now laid upon the table. 

Mr Anstey seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Mr ViINcENT rose to propose a resolution which was connected with 
the last one; namely, that the“ people's charter“ be laid upon the 
table, and considered in connexion with the bill prepared by the 
council. Mr ColLIIxs cordially seconded the motion. 


| 


Dr RirchiE thought they ought to look at what they were about to 
do. Here was a bill which they were to consider in connexion with 
any other assistance they might consider necessary, but he did not 
think it was necessary to point out any particular document in that 


way. 

The delegates who had retired to prepared a resolution here re. 
entered the room. 

Mr Garpiner said, the delegates who had retired had agreed upon 
a resolution and an amendment, which he suggested should be put 
without discussion to the meeting. 

The resolution, which was moved by Mr GarpINnER, and seconded 
by Mr MraLL, was as follows: 

That a portion of the delegates sent to this eonference having refused to make 
the bill proposed by the council the basis of discussion, the conference having been 
expressly convened for the purpose of preparing such a bill, feel themselves bound 
to declare such delegates are no * 1 a part of the conference, except those of them 


who shall hereafter comply with the course of business prescribed by the council 
according to the terms of the convention.“ 

The amendment, which was moved by the Rev. W. Ronrnson, and 
seconded by Mr Mircue rt was as follows :— 

That having been called together to consider the essential details to an act of 
parliament necessary for securing the just representation of the whole adult male 
population of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland ; and such act of 
parliament having been prepared by the council who called the convention, and the 
majority of the persons present having refused to receive it as the basis of their discus- 
sions, thatis, to proceed with the business for which they had becn summoned, we ,who 
voted in favour of taking the bill as the basis of our discussions, do now proceed to 
the busincss we had been assembled to transact. Secondly, that all delegates willing 
to comply with the course of business prescribed by the terms of the invitation be 
considered as members of this body.” 


The resolution and amendment were then put without observation, 
and the amendment declared to be carried. 

The Rev. Mr Spencer said the next business they had to consider 
was what documents they were to lay upon the table ; and he did not 
think they ought to specify the document called the people's charter, 
or any other. He proposed, therefore, that the four resolutions which 
they had discussed yesterday should be agreed to. 

The motion having been seconded, was agreed to. 

Mr Vincent then moved that the people’s charter be laid upon the 
table, and considered in connexion with the bill proposed by the Com- 
plete Suffrage council. 

The motion was seconded by Mr Cours, and agreed to. 

Mr Dvuntop moved that the act of parliament entitled, An Act to 
Reform the Representation of Scotland,’’ be laid upon the table. 

The motion was seconded by Dr Rircuieg, and agreed to. 

Mr ALBRIGHT moved that a pamphlet entitled, ‘‘Our Representative 
System,“ be laid upon the table. That, and another motion for lay- 
ing Major Cartwright's bill on the table, was put from the chair and 
agreed to. 

On the motion of Mr Beaccs, seconded by Mr Westey, it was re- 
solved that the following gentlemen do constitute an executive com- 
mittee to whom all business hereafter to be brought under discussion 
be submitted :—Messrs Patteson, Tullis, Albright, Crawford, Anstie, 
Thompson, II. Spencer, and Leaske. 

The meeting then adjourned, and it was arranged that they should 
go into committee on the bill at the evening sitting. 

*, *A report of the proceedings of the committee, and of the conference 
after the bill had been disposed of, will appear in our next. 

The following is a copy of the bill, as submitted by the council to 
the delegates. The schedules we are compelled, from want of space, 
to defer till our next. 


A BILL TO SECURE THE REPRESENTATION OF THE 
WHOLE PEOPLE OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND IN 
PARLIAMENT. 


Wurnxas upon the true theory of the British Constitution, ‘every male 
person of full age is party to 2 an Act of Parliament, being present 
thereat by his representative: And whereas it is notorious that the laws which 
have long Reds in the choice of members to serve in the Commons House 
of Parliament have failed to carry out such theory into practice; And whereas 
it is expedient to take effectual measures to render the theory and practice of 
the Constitution uniform, by securing to every male person of full age the 
right to vote in the choice of his representative in Parliament, as being the 
delegate to whose charge is committed the disposal of his property, his liberty, 
and his life, and for this purpose to grant the right of returning representatives 
to districts having an equal amount of population in every county, to provide 
that the election of such shall be annual, and 1 of ballot, that any person 
qualified to be an elector may be chosen to be a representative, and that all 
members be paid for their services and charges in the execution of their 
office:“ Be it therefore enacted, by The QuEEN’s most Excellent Majesty, by 
and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the 
same, T'Hat the provisions of this Act shall commence and take offect from 
and after the end of this present Session of Parliament. 

2. And be it enacted, that all Laws, Statutes, and Usages, shall be and the 


same are hereby repealed, in so far as they may be inconsistent or at varian 
with the | gag ag of this Act. — 88 
3. An 


be it Enacted, That every Male Person of Full Age, shall, if duly 
registered according to the provisions hereafter contained, be entitled to vote 
in the Election of a Member to serve in Parliament, for the district in which 
he shall be so registered. ) 

4. And be it Enacted, That the Counties of Great Britain and Ireland shall 
be formed into Districts, and each of such Counties respectively shall be 
formed into as many districts as the amount of its population in male persons, 
according to the census aforesaid, shall prescribe, or where two or more Coun- 
ties are tor the purposes of this Act united, in manner hereinafter provided, 
such united Counties shall be formed into as many Districts as the amount of 
their aggregate population in male persons, according to the census aforesaid, 
shall prescribe ; the number of forty thousand being used as a divisor to ascer- 
tain the number of districts into which each County, or united Counties as 
aforesaid, shall be formed; and where in any County, or united Counties as. 
aforesaid, there shall remain a fractional portion of such forty thousand 
amounting to twenty-five thousand male persons, such fractional portion shall 
be taken as entitling such County, or united Counties as aforesaid, to one addi- 
tional District but if such fractional portion be less than twenty-five thousand, 
it shall not be estimated in the calculation of the number of Districts into 
which any county, or united Counties as aforesaid, shall be divided. 

5. And be it Enacted, That for the purposes of this Act, the several Coun- 
ties enumerated in the first column of the Schedule marked (A) to this Act 
annexed, and therein described as united with each other, shall be so united, 
and treated as one County; that is to say, the County of Bedford with the 
County of Huntingdon; Cumberland with Westmoreland; Hereford with 
Monmouth; Leicester with Rutland ;~ Anglesey with Carnarvon; Brecon with 
Carmarthen ; Denbighkwith Flint; Merioneth with. Montgomery and Radnor}: 


> 
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Aberdeen with Perth; Ayr with Bute; Banff with Elgin and Nairn ; Ber- 
wick with Roxburgh and Selkirk ; Caithness with Sutherland; Clackmannan 
with Fife, Ainross, and Linlithgow ; Dumbarton with Renfrew ; Edi 
2 Haddington and Peebles; Forfar with Kincardine ; Kirkcudbright wi 
wtown ; | 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That the Counties of Huntingdon, Rut- 
land, and Westmoreland, in England; the Counties of Anglesey, Brecon, 
Flint, Merioneth, and Radnor, in Wales; the Counties of Bute, Clackmannan, 
Dumbarton, Kinross, Linlithgow, Haddington, Peebles, and Kincardine, in 
Scotland; and the Counties o 

in Ireland; shall each be wholly situated in one 
of the districts into which such united Counties as aforesaid shall be formed in 
manner hereinafter provided, and as described in the Schedule aforesaid. 

6. And be it Enacted, That each of the several Counties, or Counties united 
as aforesaid, in Great Britain and Ireland, shall be formed into the number of 
Districts enumerated in the third column of the Schedule marked (A), to this 
Act annexed, such number being ascertained in the manner hereinbefore pro- 
vided, which Districts shall be described and settled by an Act to be passed for 
that purpose in this present parliament, which Act, when passed, shall be 
deemed and taken to be part of this Act, as fully and effectually as if the same 
were incorporated therewith ; and that such Act shall provide that such Dis- 
tricts in every County or Counties united as aforesaid shall be formed by the 
union of as many Parishes lying contiguous to and abutting upon each other 
within the said County, or united Counties, as shall jointly contain, as near as 
may be without dividing any Parish, the number of male persons specified 
* to the name of every County or united Counties in the fifth column 
of the Schedule marked (A), as aforesaid, such number of male persons being 
ascertained by dividing the whole number of male persons within each County 
or united Counties, according to the last census, by the number of Districts 
into which each County or united Counties is to be formed as aforesaid, or 
where any Parish shall contain a greater number of male persons than the 
number specified as aforesaid, some part or parts of such Parish shall be formed 
into one or more of the Districts into which the County or united Counties as 
aforesaid, within which such Parish is situate, is herein provided to be formed, 
een that any part or every part of such Parish so to be formed into such 

istrict or Districts shall contain, as nearly as may be, the number of male 
persons specified as aforesaid, and any remaining part of such Parish shall form 

of the next adjoining District of the same County or united Counties; 
and that such Districts shall be called by the names contained in the fourth 
column of the Schedule aforesaid; and that in all future Parliaments there 
shall be One Member to serve for each District of the said Counties or united 
Counties ; and that the Court for the Election of the Member for each Dis- 
trict of the said Counties or united Countics shall be holden at the place to be 
named for that purpose in the Act so to be passed as aforesaid, for settling and 
describing the Districts of the said Counties or united Counties; and that in 
all future Parliaments there shall be one Member to serve for each of the 
Counties enumerated in the Schedule aforesaid, which are therein described as 
forming one District respectively, that is to say, the Counties of Cardigan and 
Pembroke in Wales; the Counties of Argyll, Dumfries, Inverness, Orkney and 
Shetland, Ross and Cromarty, and Stirling, in Scotland; and the Counties of 


in Ireland; and that the Court for the election of the Member for each of the 
said Counties so forming one District respectively, shall be holden at the place 
where the same has been heretofore held before the passing of this Act. 

7. And be it Enacted, That the Districts into which each County or united 
Counties as aforesaid, in Great Britain and Ireland, shall be formed in manner 
hereinbefore provided, shall remain and continue to be the Districts from each 
of which One Member shall be returned to the House of Commons, until after 
the next Decennial Return of the Population, and until such Districts shall 
have again been described and settled by an Act to be passed for that purpose 
in the next Session of Parliament after such Returns shall have been made to 
the House of Commons, and so on from time to time so often as the Decennial 
Period of taking the Population shall recur, which the Act for the time being, 
when passed, shall be deemed and taken to be * of this Act, as fully and 
effectually as if incorporated therewith: Provided always, that the manner of 
apportioning the number of Districts in each County or united Counties, 
the number of male persons to be comprised in each of such Districts, shall 
according to the provisions hereinbefore provided: And be it Enacted, That the 
Counties which, in the Schedule marked (A) to this Act annexed, are respec- 
tively described as each forming one District, as hereinbefore mentioned, shall 
also continue to return One Member to the House of Commons until after the 
period aforesaid. 

8. And be it Enacted, That every Precinct or Place, whether extra-parochial 
or otherwise, shall, for the purpose of forming the Districts as hereinbefore 
provided, be deemed to be within the Parish in which it is situate, and if 
situate partly in one Parish and partly in another, or if it shall adjoin two or 
more Parishes, it shall be deemed to be wholly within the least populous of 
such Parishes, according tothe last Census for the time being; and where an 
Parish shall be situate partly in one County and partly in another, such Parish 
shall, for the“purpose of forming the Districts as hereinbefore provided, be 
deemed to be within that County in which is situate the largest portion of its 
ar area; and where any part of any County is detached from the main 

y of such County, the same shall be deemed, for the purpose of forming the 
Districts as hereinbefore provided, as forming part of that County whereby 
such detached part shall be surrounded; and every County of a City and 
Town shall be deemed to be within that County at large by which it is 
wholly surrounded, or with which it has the longest continuous common 
— 

9. And whereas it is expedient to form a Register in every Parish of all 
persons entitled to vote, according to the provisions of this Act, in the eleetion 
of a Member to serve in Parliament for the district of which such Parish shall 
be a part, Be it therefore Enacted, That the Returning Officer of each district 
in every county, appointed under the provisions of this Act, in manner herein- 
after mentioned, shall cause a sufficient number of forms of precepts, notices, 
and lists to be printed, according to the forms numbered (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 
9, 10, 11, 12) in the.Schedule marked (B) to this Act annexed, and shall, Ten 
Days at the least prior to the First Day in Murch in every year, make and 
cause to be — to the Overseers of the Poor of every parish within the 
district for which such Returning Officer shall act, his precept, according to 
the Form Number | in the said Schedule marked (B), and also a sufficient 
number of the said printed forms of notices and lists. 

10. And be it Enacted, That the Overseers of every parish, so receiving such 

. as aforesaid, shall in every year publish a notice, according to the Form 
umber 2, in the Schedule marked (B) to this Act annexeds T clear 
Days at the least before the First Monday in March in every year, stating 
that they will proceed on that day to deliver a notice to every — r of a 
dwelling-house, or of a distinct story or apartment, within such parish, requir- 
ing all such occupiers to make a return in writing of all male persons of full 
age who shall then be resident with such occupiers, and warning all male 
persons of full age, in case they are not selves occupiers, to see that their 
names are duly returned by the parties with whom they are resident. 

11. And be it Enacted, That the Overseers of the Poor in every parish 
shall, on the First Monday in March in every year, give or leave notice, in the 
Form Number 3, in the Schedule marked (B) to this Act annexed, and such 
notices shall be numbered from Number | wpward in consecutive order, to or 


* 
* 


for every occupier of every dwelling-house or place where any person shall 
reside, within the limits of such parish, at his or her dwelling-house ; or where 
such dwelling-house shall be divided into different stories orJapartments, and 
occupied distinctly by several persons, then to or for the occupier of each dis- 
tinct . or apartment, to prepare or produce, within Fourteen Days next 


ensuing the day of giving such notice, a list in writing, to the best of his or her 
knowl and belief, of the Christian and surname of each and every male 
person of full resident in such dwelling-house, or distinct story or apart- 


ment, together with the addition of such person, or the description of his pro- 
fession, trade, or calling, if any, and whether such person be the occupier of 
such dwelling house, or af strech. distinct story or apartment, or a lodger therein; 
and every such oceupier shall, after such notice so given or left, make out such 
list, and sign the same with his or her own name, and shall deliver the same, or 
cause the same to bé delivered, to such Overseers of the Poor as aforesaid; and 
if any person shall neglect or refuse to make out, sign, and deliver, such list as 
aforesaid, within the time before limited, or shall wilfully omit any person who 
ought to have been included therein in pursuance of this Act, or knowingly 
make any false return of any particular required to be inserted therein in 

ursuance of this Act, every such occupier shall, for every such offence, be 
iable to pay, by way of fine, a sum not exceeding Five Pounds nor less than 
Twenty Shillings, to be imposed, levied, and applied, in manner hereinafter 
provided. 

12. And be it Enacted, That in every case where any notice, as hereinbefore 
provided, shall be served op any occupier, such occupier shall make known 
to every male person of full age resident in his or her dwelling-house that such 
a return is required, and shall sign a declaration of having so done, in the Form 
Number 3, in the Schedule marked (B) to this Act annexed; and if any occu- 
pier shall wilfully neglect or refuse to sign such declaration, or make such 
declaration falsely, every such occupier shall be liable to pay by way of fine, a 
sum not exceeding Five Pounds ator less than Twenty Shillings; to be imposed, 
levied, and applied, in manner hereinafter provided. 

13. And be it Enacted, That the Overseers of the Poor in every parish 
shall, on or before the First Monday in April, in every year, according to the 
Form Number 4 in the Schedule marked (B), to this Act annexed, make out 
an alphabetical list of all the male persons of full ages who, in the manner 
hereinbefore provided, shall have been returned as resident within such parish 
on the First Monday in March last past; and in such list the Christian name 
and surname of every person shall be written at full length, together with the 
addition of such person, or the description of his profession, or trade or calling, 
if any, and the name of the street, lane, or other description of the place of 
such person’s abode shall be specified in such list; and where any person shall 
have been returned, in manner aforesaid, as a lodger, the name of the person 
with whom he lodges, shall be specified in the list; and the Overseers shall 
sign such list, and shall cause a number of copies, equal to twenty * for 
every one hundred names, and the same for any fraction of one hundred names 
contained in such list, to be printed, and one or more of sucli copies to be pub- 
lished in manner hereinafter provided; and the said Overseers shall likewise 
keep true copies of such list to be perused by any person, without payment of 
any fee, at all hours from eight in the morning until * in the evening, 
during the two weeks next after the First Monday in April in every year; and 
also during the same time shall sell to any person who may demand to pur- 
chase the same, printed copies of such list, charging for the same after the rate 
of one penny for every fifty names contained in such list, and the same for any 
fraction of such number; and the monies arising from the sale of such copies 
shall be retained by the said Overseers towards the expense incurred by the 

ish in printing the same. 

14. And be it Enacted, That every person whose name shall have been 
omitted in any such list of male persons of full age, so to be made out by the 
Overseers in every parish as hereinbefore mentioned, and who shall claim to 
have his name inserted therein, as having been entitled thereto according to the 
provisions of this Act, shall, on or before the Third Monday in April in every 
year, give, or cause to be given, a notice in writing, according to the Form 
No. 5, in the Schedule marked (B), to this Act annexed, to the Overseers of 
the poor of that parish in the list whereof he shall claim to have his name 
inserted ; and every such person, at the time of so presenting such claim, shall 
be entitled, on his personally demanding the same, to inspect the return made 
by any occupier whose duty such claimant shall allege it to have been, to have 
included the name of such claimant in the list of male persons returned by such 
occupier, in pursuance of the provisions of this Act; and every person whose 
name shall have been inserted in any list of male persons made out as herein- 
before mentioned, may object to any other person as not being entitled accord- 
ing to the provisions of this Act, to have his name retained in such list for the 
same parish, and every person so objecting shall, on or before the Third Monday 
in April in every year, give or cause to be given, a notice in writing according 
to the Form No: 6, in the Schedule aforesaid, to the Overseers who shall have 
made out the list in which the name of the person so objected to shall have 
been inserted, and also give to the person objected to, or leave at his place of 
abode as specificd in such list, notice thereof in writing, and each of such 
notices shall specify the grounds of objection, according to the Form No. 7, in 
the Schedule aforesaid ; and the Overseers shall include the names of all per- 
sons. so claiming as aforesaid in a list, according to the Form No. 8, in the 
Schedule aforesaid, and the names of all persons so objected to as aforesaid, in 
a list according to the Form No. 9, in the said Schedule (B); and the Over- 
seers shall sign such lists, and shall print, publish, sell, and allow such lists to be 
inspected in the same manner as is hereinbefore 2 respecting the list of 
male persons of full age, except that the time ſor publication, which publica- 
tion shall be in manner hereinafter provided, and for any person to inspect 
the copies to be kept by such Overseers, shall be the eight days next succeeding 
the Third Monday in April, in the present and every succeeding year. 

15. And be it Enacted, That whenever any person shall have received a 
notice of objection in manner aforesaid, and the ground of objection shall be 
stated therein to be, that such person has not been resident for a period o 
Three Months, in the district of which the parish in which the objection is made 
is a part, the person so receiving such objection shall be entitled to deliver to 
the Overseer of such parish a 1 in the Form No. 10, in the Schedule 
marked (B), to this Act annexed, which shall set forth a residence within the 
District of which such parish is part, or one or more periods, which, when 
added together, shall make up a total residence of Three Months next preceding 
the First Monday in March in the then present year; and such declaration 
shall be signed by each of the occupiers named therein, and with whom su 
residence shall be stated to have been had, as attesting it to be true; and every 
Overseer shall be bound to receive such declaration, and to enter the names of 
all persons delivering such in a list in the Form No. 11, in the Schedule marked 
(B), to this Act annexed, and the names of all persons appearing in such list 
shall be entitled to be retained in the list of persons of full age resident in the 
parish to which the same shall relate, and every Returning Officer when sitting 
at a Court of Revision in manner hereinafter provided, shall retain the name of 
every such person accordingly ; and every person so delivering such declaration 
shall not be required to attend any Court of Revision, in support of his right 
to be retained on the list aforesaid, or to answer any objection as aforesaid 
And be it Enacted, That every occupier, on being required to sign any declaration 
as aforesaid, by any person who shall have been resident with such occupier in 

manner described therein, such occupier shall forthwith sign the same; and if 
such occupier refuses or neglects so to sign the same, he shall be liable, on com- 
plaint of the party aggrieved, before any Returning Officer when sitting at a 
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in manner hereinafter provided, for every such refusal, to pay 
ing Five Pounds, nor less than Twenty 


provided; and such notice as aforesaid shall be given three 
before the time of the int being made, and shall 
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court will held, and at which such 


met or place, whether — 
Poor, shall, for the pu making 
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at which the 


3 of 


im one parish 

4. it shall be 

2 of such parishes according to the last 

census for the time being; and t e Overseers of every such parish shall perform 
the several duties in regard to the formation of lists of persons of full age 


in such precinet or Et and of claims and objections relating to such 
inbefore provi 


t the Returning Officer of each distriet in every 
under the provisions of this Act, in manner hereinafter pro- 
vided, an open court at every polling place in each district respect- 
ively, such polling places being described and settled in manner hereinafter 
of revising the said lists of male persons of full age 
in 7 within such district, at some time between the Fifth Day of 
i ive, and the Nineteenth Day of May inclusive, in every year, having 
first given Ten Days notice, at the least, of the holding of such courts to the 
Overseers of e parish whose duty it shall be to attend such courts, and such 
Overseers shall forthwith publish, within each and every parish, a notice of 
the time and place at which such courts for the revision of the lists of their 
respective will be holden; and the Overseers who shall have made ont 
the lists as aforesaid shall attend the court at which the revision for their 
— 225 parishes is inted to be had, and shall produce the respective lists 
the Returning , and also the returns made by every occupier in 
manner hereinbefore ided; and the said Overseers shall also tively 
deliver, at the same time, a copy of the list of persons claiming, and of the 
5 objected to, se made out as aforesaid, and of the list of persons who 
ve delivered a declaration of residence for the space of Three Months within 
one or more parishes situated in the same district, in the manner hereinbefore 
provided; and shall, at the same time, uce also the original notices of 
claim, and the original notices of objection, and the original declarations of 
residence in more — than one, so * to them as aforesaid; and shall, 
at the same time, produce a list of all the persons who may have wilfully 
neglected or refused to return any notice paper duly filled up in manner 
hereinbefore required, with the names of all persons of full age resident 
with sach parties, or who shall have wilfally neglected or refased to sign any 
declaration herembefore ired to be made by such parties; and the said 
Overseers shall answer upon oath all such questions as the court may put 
to them or any of them, touching any matter for revising the said 
lists; and the Returning Officer retain on the said lists all persons to 
whom no objection shall have been duly made, and shall also retain on the said 
lists the name of every person who have been objected to by any person, 
unless the party so 1 shall appear by himself, or by some one on his 
behalf, in support of his objection; and shall also retam on the said lists the 
name of who shall have delivered a declaration, in manner herein- 
before provi od, of a total residence for the space of Three Months next pre- 
the frrst Monday in March in the then presen 
comprised within the district in which such person 
; and shal! also insert in the said lists the name of every who shall be 
to the satisfaction of the Court to he entitled to be inserted therein, 
according to the provisions of this Act; and where the name of any 
inserted im the said lists shall have been duly objected to, and the person 
objecting shall a by himself or by some one on his behalf in support of 
such objection, the Court shall require proof, by or on behalf of such objector, 
that the person so objected to is not entitled to be retained in the said lists, 
according to the provisions of this Act, and in case such objection shall not be 
proved to the satisfaction of the Returning Officer, he shall retain the name of 
every such n upon the said lists; and the said Returning Officer, at the 
time of revising the said lists, shall expunge therefrom the names of all persons 
who, having been duly 2 to, shall be proved not to be of full age, or not 
to have been resident within the district for which the Court of Revision shall 
be then holden, for the space of Three Months next preceding the First Monday 
in March in the then present year, or who shall be proved to the satisfaction of 
the Court to be a lunatic, or to have been convicted of any felony by a jury, 
and sentenced to any transportation or imprisonment which has not been 
terminated or commuted for more than Three years, or of any offencé against 
the provisions of this Act, the commission of which is hereinafter declared to 
deprive of the right to be registered as an Elector; and the Returning Officer 
shall expunge from the said lists the name of every person who shall be proved 
to the Court to be dend, and shall correct any mistake, or supply any omission 
which shall be proved to the Court to have been made in any of the said lists 
in respect of the name or place of abode of any person who shall be included 
in any such lists, or, in respect of his addition, or the description of his trade 
or — Provided always, That no person's name shall be inserted by the 
Returning Officer in any such list, or shall be expunged therefrom, except in 
the case of death, unless notice shall have been given in all cases where such 
notice is hereinbefore required. 

19. And be it Enacted, That every Returning Officer as aforesaid, holding 
any court under this Act for the revision of the said lists, shall have power to 
adjourn the same from time to time, so that no such adjourned court shall be 

after the Nineteenth Day of May in any year, except only for the pur 
of hearing any a or informations which may be laid before such Re- 
turning Offices, of 


t year, in one or more 
shall be then resi- 


ences against the provisions of this Act, and which. by 
the said provisions he is empowered to hear and determine, and which com- 
plaints or informations may be heard by such Returning Officer at any 
adjourned court to be held before the First day of June in any year; and,shall 
have power to administer an oath to the Overseers, and to all persons claiming 
to be inserted in, or making objections to the omission or insertion of, any 
name in any of the said lists, and to all persons objected to in any of suc 
lists, and to all ns claiming to have any mistake in any of such} lists cor- 
rected, and to a cael who may be tendered or examined on either side, 
and to all witnesses as to any matter in which power is given by this Act to 
every Returning Officer, when holding any court as aforesaid, to hear com- 
plaints and informations, and to impose any fines; and the Returning Officer 
in open court, determine upon the validity of such 
claims and objections, and the Returning Oficer shall, in open court, write his 
initials against the name respectively struck out or inserted, and against any 
part of the said lists in which any mistakes shall have been corrected, or any 


: 


— 


— 


— 


— 


ö 


omission supplied, or the name of any polling place, or of an denoti 
such place, inserted 22 l ed, and aal 
ien hie name to every page of the several lists so settled. 
20. And be it Enacted, That the Overseers’ lists, so revised and signed as 
oresaid by the Returning Officer of each district in every county, shall 
arranged and kept by him in alphabetical order, and he shall forthwith 


regular list, 
so on im like manner for the list of each and ev i ively; and 
shall also affix to each name on such lists as — sxaie ta . 

; ing place at which such person shall give 
de complete on or before the Last Day of May 
— 27 * shall safely keep the same; and the 
several lists of male persons of full age so copied into such book on or before 
the Last Day of May in every year, shall each be deemed the register of 
Electors in each parish respectively, to vote, after the end of this present Par- 
i ion of a Member to serve in Parliament for the district of 
according to the provisions of this Act, at any 
after the said Last Day of May in the year in 
which — shall have been completed, and beſore the First Day of June 
in the year) next following. 

21. And be it Enacted, That every Returning’ Officer as aforesaid shall, in 
every year, cause to be printed not less than one hundred copies of the book so 
to be by him as last aforesaid in each year, which book shall be 
deemed and called the General Register of Electors entitled to vote in the 
choice of a Member to serve in Parliament for the district to which it shall 
relate, during the period in whieh it shall be in force as hereinbefore a, 
and shall have such copies ready for sale on or before the Fifteenth day of 
June in every year, and shall deliver such copies to all persons applying for 
the same, on payment of One Shilling for every Thousand names contained in 
such book, and the same for any fractional ion of a Thousand, if such 
fractional portion be more than Hundred; and every a Officer 
shall also cause to be printed after the rate of Twenty copies at the least, for 
every Hundred names, or fraction of a Hundred, contained in such copies 


respectively, the Register of Electors for each and every _ . 
8 ver 


} comprised iu such book as aforesaid ; and every Returning 


a portion of each of such last-named copies to the Overseers of the several 
parishes to which they shall relate, and every Returning Offieer and every 
Overscer of the Poor shall deliver such last-named copies to all persons apply- 
ing for the same, on payment after the rate of not exceeding One Penny for 
every Fifty names contained in the Register of Electors for each and 8 
parish demanded, and the same for any fraction of such] number; and s 
also cause to be printed at the ſoot or end of every Register of Electors for any 
parish a statement of the situation of every ‘polling lace, denoted by number 
affixed to each name in the column headed, Polling Place,“ as such shall 
* on the General Register aforesaid in manner hereinaſter provided; and 
the monies arising from the sale of all such copies by any Overseers, shall be 
accounted for to the Returning Officer of the district. 

22. And be it Enacted, That every Returning Officer shall, at the time of 
his revision of the lists as aforesaid, affix a number to the name of each 
respectively in a column headed Polling Place,’ according to the Form No. 1, 
in the Sehedule marked O5 to this Act annexed, which number shall denote 
the polling place at which such person shall vote, and such polling place shall 


de the nearest, in the judgment of the Returning Officer, of those described 


and settled for each district respectively, in manner hereinafter provided, to the 
place of abode of such person, as such shall in the said lists; and the 
number of persons to be apportioned to each polling place shall be ascertained 
by dividing the whole number of persons entitled to vote in the district by the 
whole number of polling places described and settled in manner aforesaid in 
such district, and the number of persons so apportioned shall be equal as nearly 
as may be; and every Returning Officer shall enter in the book into which he 
shall have copied the lists as aforesaid, in manner hereinbefore 8 in the 
Form No. 2, in the Schedule to this Act annexed, marked (C.), a statement 
of the situation of the several polling places denoted by the numbers affixed to 
each name on the respective lists as aforesaid, and such statement shall be 

inted and published along with the other contents of such book as herein- 

ore provided ; and such polling place so described shall be that at which 
the vote of such person shall be taken, and there only; and every Returni 
Officer shall make separate Alphabetical Registers of all the Electors whos 
be so appointed to vote at each of such polling places respectively, and shall 
prefix a number to each name, beginning the numbers from the first name, and 
continuing them in a progressive series to the last name, and such separate 
alphabetical register for each i 4 lace shall be made according to the 
Form No. 3, in the Schedule mark 05, to this Act annexed ; and every 
Returning Officer shall print and sell such alphabetical registers in the manner 
and at the rate — provided in respect of the printing and sale of the 
register of Electors for each parish respectively ; and such separate alphabetical 
registers for each polling place shall be the register of Electors to be used b 
any Deputy Returning Officer, to be appointed in manner hereinafter provid 
at any election which may be had while such pe are in force, whareby 
to ascertain the right of parties to vote at the place where such Deputy Re- 
turning Officer shall be appointed to take the poll: Provided always, That 
such last named registers shall be certified by the signature of the 1 
Officer, as containing the names of all the persons appearing on the Gene 
Register of jElectors of such district as entitled to vote at the polling place at 
which it shall be described to be used. 8 

23. And be it Enacted, That every Returning Officer, when presiding as 
aforesaid, at any court for the revision of the lists as aforesaid, shall hear and 
determine the case of all parties who may be included in any list hereinbefore 
provided to be produced before him by the Overseers of any parish, as havin 
wilfally neglected or refused to return any notice paper duly supplied to su 
parties to be filled up with the names and descriptions ‘of all male persons 
resident with such parties in manner hereinbefore provided, or as having wil- 
fully neglected or refused to sign any declaration hereinbefore required to 
he made, and unless such parties shall appear and show cause to the contrary, 
and it shall be proved that notice of the hearing of such cases, in manner here- 
inbefore provided, has been duly served upon such parties respectively, such 
Returning Officer shall, if he see fit, impose a fine of not more than Five 
Pounds, nor less than Twenty Shillings, on every person who shall not appear, 
or who, if appearing, shall be convicted of such wilful neglect or refusal; and 
such Returning Officer shall also, at the time aforesaid, hear any complaint or 
information which may be laid before him by any person aggrieved, of parties 
who shall have wilfully omitted the name of any person who, according to the 
provisions of this Act, ought to haye been included in any list hiereinbefore 
required to be returned to any Overséer by the party complained against, or 
who knowingly shall have made any false return of any particular required to 
be inserted in any list as aforeSaid, or who shall have refused to sign any 
declaration on being lawfully required to do so in pursuance of the provisions 
of this Act, or who shall have wilfully neglected or refused to make nown to 
any person whom it might concern any notice hereinbefore required to be made 
known by such parties, and on the hearing of any such complaint, every Re- 
turning Officer shall have power to summons such parties before him, and 
after hearing the whole case shall, if he see fit, impose a fine of not more than 
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ty Shillings, to be paid by any person whom | more than one candidate in any district for the place of ing Officer, the 
neglect or refusal; such fine to be levied and shalt he. tahan im.overy sock. districh, ned vail be cted in all 


i the revision of any of the lists hereinbefore 
produced before the Returning Officer when holding a court for 
it shall appear to him that any claimant or objector had no 
probable cause for any claim or objection given in, or if such 
or objector shall not either by himself or some one on his 


behalf at the time appointed for ing the of his claim or objection, 
each of such cases, the Returning Officer if he see fit, impose a fine of 


not more than Twenty Shillings nor less than Five; such fine to be im 
and applicd, in manner hereinafter ided ; and where any objector 
ve been in ; ing Officer 


— 
receive proof of any further notice of objection by or on behalf of the same 
fine so ordered has been paid to said Returning Officer. 
nd be it Enacted, that any person whose name shall be on the Register 
ors of parish, then im force, shall be entitled to receive, on his 
Acmanding the enna, thom she Ovepseeye of auch pastsh, 0 


the polling, Pisce at which such person is assigned 
; and every such person shall be 
entitled to such certificate in the first instance without any payment, but no 
Overseer shall be required to give, either at the same or at any other time, any 
second or greater number of such certificates, except on the payment of Sir- 
for each of such certificates; and every Returning Officer, when supply- 
mg to any Overseer, in manner hereinbefore provided, the register of Electors 
for the parish of which he is such Overseer, shall at the same time supply a 
sufficient number of blank forms of certificates as aforesaid ; and every Over- 
seer shall account for the monies he may receive for the sale of such certificates, 
im manner aforesaid, to the Returning Officer from whom he may have re- 
ceived the blank forms aforesaid. 

26. And be it Enacted, That every notice, list, or other document herein 
required to be published by any Overseer, shall be so published by being fixed 
in some public and conspicuous situation, on the outside of the outer door, or 
outer wall near the door, of every church and public chapel in their parish, 
including places of public worship which do not belong to the established 
church, or if there be no such buildings, then in some public and conspicuous 
situation within the parish ; and the time daring which the same shall con- 
tinue so fixed, unless otherwise herein provided for, shall be Two consecutive, 
Sundays, at the least, next after the day on or before which the same is herein 
required to be published ; and in case the same shall be destroyed, mutilated 
effaced, or removed before the expiration of such period, the party who 

iginally published the same as aforesaid shall, as soon as convenicntly may be, 
publish in like manner in its place another notice, list, or other document, to 
the like purport and effeet with that so destroyed, mutilated, effaced, or re- 
moved: Provided always, and se it Enacted, That no list shall be invalidated 
by reason that it shall not have been affixed in every place and for the full time 
hereinbefore required for publication thereof, but that the Returning Officer 
shall proceed to revise nba adjudicate upon every such list, which shall have 
been affixed in any place and for any part of the time hereinbefore mentioned 
in that behalf; but nothing herein contained shall be construed to exempt any 
Overseer, charged with the duty of publishing such list as aforesaid, from the 
penalties of bis neglect or wilful default. 

27. And be it Enacted, That every Overseer of any ‘parish hereinbefore 
required to do any act, matter or thing, shall for wilful misfeasance or non- 
feasance, or wilful act of commission or omission, contrary to this Act, be 


liable for every such offence to pay, by way of fine, a sum of money not ex- 
ceeding Five Pounds,’nor less than Twenty Shillings, to be imposed by, and at 


the discretion of, any Returning Officer holding any court for the revision of 
any list of the ‘parish of such Overscer; the same shall be levied and 
applied in the manner hereinafter provided. 

28. And be it Enacted, That in the of the United Kingdom called 
Scotland, all the several acts and duties which are hereinbefore required to be 
done by the Overseers in every parish shall, in Scotland, be done and per- 
formed by the Schoolmaster in every parish, every of whom shall, for wilful 
misfeasance or nonfeasance, or wilful act of commission or omission, contrar 
to this Act, be liable, for every such offence, to any fine which by the provi- 
sions of this Act, might be imposed on any Overscer, and that every part of 
this Act, when read and construed in reference to Scotland, shall be read and 
construed as if the word Schoolmaster were inserted in every place where the 
word Overseer is used therein. 

29. And be it Enacted, That all expenses incurred by the Overseers of any 
Parish, in carrying into effect the provisions of this Act, together with a 
reasonable remuneration for their loss of time and labour whilst so employed, 
and for the services of any person or persons they may have required to assist 
them therein, shall be defrayed out of the money collected for the relief of the 
poor in such parish: Provided always that no expenses by any Overscers of 
apy parish as aforesaid shall be so defrayed, unless an account thereof be laid 
before the Returning Officer at the Court holden for revising the list of 

rsons of full age within such parish, and be allowed by such Returning 

cer. 

30. And be it Enacted, That within twenty-one days at the least, after the 
passing of this Act, the Speaker of the House of Commons at the time of the 

ssing of this Act, or the person who was Speaker of the House of Commons 

dissolved, if at the time there be no House of Commons, shall nominate 
some n as Returning Officer for every district of the United Kingdom 
formed under the provision of this Act, and every Returning Officer so ap- 
pointed, shall do, and is hereby required to do, every act, matter, and thing, 
which by the provisions of this Act, it is the duty of every Returning Officer 
to do, and shall have all the powers, authorities, and privileges which are by 
this Act conferred upon every Returning Officer, and shall remain and be 
Returning Officer for the District for which Me shall be so appointed as afore- 
said, until his successor shall be elected in manner hereinafter provided; and 
the Speaker of the House of Commons as aforesaid, or the person who was 
Speaker of the House of Commons last dissolved as aforesaid, shall forthwith 
publish every such appointment so made by him in the London Gazette, and 
such publication shall be, and be deemed to be, sufficient notice of such ap- 
pointment, and of the authority of the person named therein. 

31. And be it Enacted, That at the first election of a member to serve in 
Parliament for every district of the United Kingdom, there shall be elected 
at the same time a Returning Officer for such District ; and every Returning 
Officer so elected shall supersede and make void the authority of the Returning 
Officer appointed by the Speaker of the House of Commons in manner afore- 
said; and every Returning Officer so at that time elected shall hold his office 
for three years, and until his re-election or that of his successor. 

32. And be it enacted, That at the first election after the passing of this 
Act, and on the recurrence of every third year thereafter, or in any year 
wherein the election of a Returning Officer shall be required ta be held accord- 
ing to the provisions of this Act, every elector, when giving his vote for a 
member to serve in parliament for any District, shall at the same time vote for 
a Returning Officer of the same District; and in case there shall not be any 
contested eleetionꝰ of a member to serve in Parliament in any district at the 
tame of such first election as aforesaid, or at the time of the recurrence of every 
third vear as aforesaid, or in any vear wherein the election of a Returning 
Officer shall be required to, be held as aforesaid, in such case, if there he also 


* 


| 


ts, and the same electors shall be admitted to the poll, and no others, as 
if the election were for a member to serve in Parliament for such district. 

33. And be it Enacted, That ell and every of the provisions of this Act in 
reference to the nomination of candidates, and to the election, and to the 
qualification of members to serve in Parliament, shall apply also, and be con- 
25 of Returning Officers, except wherein it is 


34. And be it En „ That in case of the death of any 


or of his incapacity from any cause, or of his resi his office, the 
dethen, kate ee cael oe ek at the time of next 


electing a member to serve in Parliament for such district, according to the 
provisions of this Act; and the person then elected in the room or stead of 
such Returning Officer so deceased or incapacitated, or who ——_ 

his office, shall hold bis office for the same period as the person in whose 

he is chosen would have done, and no b 

35. And be it Enacted, That in case of the death of any Returning Officer, 
or of his legal incapacity from any cause, or of his resignation. of his offiee, it 
shall be lawful for the er of the House of Commons, or the person 
was Speaker of the House of Commons last dissolved, if at the time there be 
no House of Commons, and he is hereby required so to do, forthwith to nomi- 
nate some person to be Returning Officer in the room or stead of such Return- 
ing Officer, so deceased or i itated, or who may have his office ; 
and such person so nominated shall be Returning Officer for such district until 
the next recurrence of the period for electing a member to serve in Parliament 
for such district, and until the election of a person then to be chosen 12 
Officer as hereinbefore provided shall be complete and ended; and ine i 
Speaker, or the person whe was Speaker of the House of Commons last 
as aforesaid, shall forthwith publish every such nomination in the London 
Gazette, and such publication shall be, be deemed to be, sufficient notice of 
such appointment, and of the —— A the person named therein. 

36. And be it Enacted, That ev urning Officer, within Three Days at 
the least after his election, shall notify the same by advertisement im the Lon- 
don Gazette, and whenever any Returning Officer shall have been elected in 
the room or stead of any other person, the name of the person he so suceceeds 
shall be named in the said advertisement. 

37. And be it Enacted, That every Returning Officer appointed under the 
provisions of this Act, shall be, and be taken to be,a Justice of the Peace of 
and for the County or Counties, and for any City or County of a City, or for 
any Borough or Place within which his district or any thereof shall be 
situate, for and during the number of days that he shall hold and so long as he 
shall hold any court of Revision or po 7 thereof, and for three days 

revious to the first day on which he shall first hold such Court, and for and 

uring the time of any Election held under the provisions of this Act; and his 
authority as such Justice of the Peace shall date from the day on which he 
shall give public notice of the holding of such election, and shall continue until 
the day next after that on which he shall declare the result of the at such 
Election ; and all gaolers, constables, and peace officers, and all persons 
shall obey his lawful commands accordingly. | 

38. And be it Enacted, That every Returning Officer and Deputy Return- 
ing Officer shall be amenable to the jurisdiction and authority of the House of 
Commons for every act of misfeasance or nonſeasance, or wilful act of omission 
or commission, contrary to this Act, and shall be liable, in addition to any 
censure or imprisonment which the Commons by a vote of their House might 
have inflieted, before the pe of this Act, be also liable to pay by way 
of fine such an amount, and to be imprisoned for such time as may be expressed 
in any warrant issued by their Speaker; and any sum of money expressed in 
any such warrant as payable by way of fine, b party — therein, shall 
be deemed a debt on record due to Her Majesty, and shall be recoverable as 
such; and any term of imprisonment expressed in any such warrant shall be 
fully borne and ended, weniger mage Fy | prorogation or dissolution of the 
House of Commons whose Speaker s ave issucd such warrant; and in 

„vote of their House, at any time declare that an 
Returning Officer or Deput) Returning Officer has been of parti — 
corrupt, or fraudulent conduct, at any eleetion held under the provisions of this 
Act, the said House, if it shall so resolve, shall, in addition to any fine and im- 
prisonment to be inflicted as aforesaid, have power to order, by warrant of 
their Speaker to that effect, that wood gn | be banished the realm for the term 
of his natural life, or for any period not less than five years. And be it 


case the Commons shall by 


Enacted, That whenever the House of Commons shall in any fine or im- 
prisonment or banishment on any Returning Officer or y Returning 
Officer, every such person shall forthwith cease to hold his and shall be 
thereafter deprived of any right which he otherwise might have had to be regis- 


— as an elector under the provisions of this Act, for the term of his natural 
iſe. 

39. And be it Enacted, That every Returning Officer elected under the pro- 
visions of this Act shall be paid the sum of three hundred guineas by the year, 
by way of remuneration to him for his time and labour, and in satisfaction of 
his travelling expenses; and that every Returning Officer appointed on the 
passing of this Act by the Speaker of the House of Commons shall be paid 
the same amount; and that every II Officer nominated by the said 
Speaker in manner hereinbefore provided, in the room or stead of any Return- 
ing officer deceased or legally incapacitated, shall be paid such a proportion of 
the sum of three hundred guineas as the certificate of the said er to that 
effect shall express, and the remaining portion of such sum shall be paid to the 
* in whose room or stead the said nomination was made, or, if such 

deceased, to his executor and administrator; and every Returnin Bier 
when transmitting his account in manner hereinafter vided to the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, shall include the amount due to 
himself according to the provision herein contained, and such amount shall be 
paid to him accordingly. 

40. And be it Enacted, That 8 Returning Officer shall pay to every 
Deputy Returning Officer, whom he shall appoint, according to the provisions 
of this Act, the sum of o Guineas by the day for each and every day that 
shall elapse between the date of his precept to such Deputy Returning Officer, 
and the day on which the Election Court shall be holden for declaring the 
member chosen at such election, both inclusive, by way of remuneration for 
his time and labour; and to every poll clerk appointed as aforesaid he shall pay 
the sum of one Guinea for his services on the pofling day, and to the two assist- 
ants of every such poll clerk the sum of te shillings each for his services on 
the said day; and to every Constable or Peace Officer required by him, or by 
any Deputy Returning Officer to attend at any Court of Revision or an 
Polling Place, or any Election Court, or any public meeting of Electors called 
by such Returning Officer, according to the provisions of this Act, he shall 
pay a sum by the day, equal to the amount usually allowed for similar services 

y Justices of the Peace acting for the place where the services of such con- 
stables or peace officers were required. | 

41. And) be it Enacted, That every Returning Officer shall keep a true and 
correct account of all monies coming into his hands in pursuance of the — 
visions of this Act, and of all disbursements and expenses which shall bars 
been incurred in carrying into effect the said provisions; and every Returning 
Officer shall transmit such account made up to the last day of June, and to the 
last day of December in every year, to the Lords Commissioners of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury, and if they shall allow the same to be according to the 
provisions of this Act, they shall forthwith pay the same, 
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42. And be it Enacted, that any person qualified to be an Elector in any 
ish of the United ye may be chosen a Member to serve in Parliament 
or any 241 of the 
43. And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for any five hundred electors 
whose names shall be on the general Register of Electors for any District, 
unitedly to nominate any person as aforesaid, as a Candidate at any Election 
of a Member to serve in Parliament for the District in which such five hundred 
Electors shall be duly registered according to the provisions of this Act; and 
that the nomination, of every Candidate shall be certified to the Returning 
Officer of the District, by the signature of each and every Elector who shall 
unite in such nomination, to a nomination paper according to the form No 1 in 
the Schedule marked (D.) to this Act annexed, and which, if presented to such 
Returning Officer on or before twelve of the clock at noon on the second Mon- 
day. in September in every year, every such Returning Officer shall receive and 
act upon in manner hereinafter provided; and 2 Elector, when signing such 
nomination paper, shall set forth his christian and surname at full length, and 
a correct copy of the whole entry of his name and description, and of every 
whe oe whatsoever, as the same appears on the Register of Electors for the 
arish in which he is registered ; and every Returning Officer, before receiving 
such nomination paper so as to act upon the same, shall carefully examine and 
compare each and every name signed thereto with the entry of such name on 
the general Registry of Electors as aforesaid, in order to ascertain the right of 
each person to unite in such nomination : provided always, and be it enacted, 
That no nomination paper as aforesaid shall be received and acted upon by the 
Returning Officer of any District unless, at the foot or end thereof, there shall 
be written in the proper handwriting of the Candidate nominated therein, a 
declaration in the words following, or to the like effect : 


I the person 
herein nominated as a Candidate to serve in Parliament for the District of 
[as the case may be] do hereby declare my willingness to serve in Parlia- 
ment as Member for the said District; and that I will, on being required 
thereto, duly nominate all such Agents to attend on my behalf the respective 
Polling Places and the Election Court, in such manner as the Returning 
Officer shall lawfully demand of me. And I hereby her declare, that I 
have not already signed, and that I will not in this present year sign any 
other declaration of consent, to stand as Candidate to serve in Parliament 
for any District. ! 

Witness my hand, this day of 18 

( Signed) A. B. 


44. And be it Enacted, That any person who shall have been a member of 
the Paeliament last dissolved, and who shall send a notice, to the effect of the 
declaration aforesaid, to the Returning Officer of the District for which he was 
such member, on or before the time hereinbefore mentioned, every such person 
shall be, and be taken to be, duly nominated a Candidate for such District, 
although no Nomination Paper as aforesaid be signed by any Electors. 

45. And be it Enacted, That on the second Tuesday in September in every 
year, the Returning Officer in every District shall give public notice of the 
names of all persons who shall in manner aforesaid have been duly nominated 
as Candidates to serve in Parliament for the District for which he acts; and 
shall forthwith send a sufficient number of copies of such notice to the Over- 
seers in every Parish within his District, who are hereby required immediately 
to publish the same in manner hereinbefore provided ; and whenever there shall 
have been in any District more than one Candidate nominated, such notice as 
aforesaid shall inform that on the last Monday of the then present month of 
September, the votes of all registered Electors for the time being will be taken 
in ſavour of any such Candidates, at the respective polling places appointed 
within such District, and that such poll will commence at six of the clock in 
the morning of that day, and finally close at six in the evening of the same 
day; and such notice shall also inform, by means of a printed fac-simile of 
every such Card, of the number of Voting Cards, if more than one, and of the 
order in which such Voting Cards will be placed in the balloting machine, and 
also the names of the Candidates to be contained on each of such Cards, and 
of the order of such names on each Card, as such will be used at every polling 
place, and if there be only one Voting Card, so to be used, the notice shall ex- 
en by means of a printed fac-simile, the order in which the names of the 

Jandidates will appear on such Voting Card, all of which shall be according to 
the provisions hereinbefore contained; and shall cause Copies of such notice to 
be posted on the outside of each Booth at every polling place so soon as the same 
shall be erected, and shall cause such Copies to be re-placed if such shall 
become defaced or mutilated; and whenever there shall have been in any Dis- 
trict only one Candidate nominated, such notice shall inform, that such single 
nomination, by the provisions of this Act, constitutes the election of such party, 
and that the Candidate so nominated will be returned as the duly elected Mem- 
ber to serve in Parliament for such District. ; 

46, And be it Enacted, That whenever in any District there shall not have 
been made any nomination of any Candidate to serve in Parliament for such 
District at the time and in the manner hereinbefore provided, that in every 
such case, the Returning Officer of such District, shall make return of the 
name of the person who sat as Member for such District, in the Session of 
Parliament then last past ; and every such person so returned shall be, and be 
taken to be, duly chosen to serve in Parliament for such District; and every 
Returning Officer shall in such case give notice accordingly, in manner herein 
before provided ; and whenever in any District there shall not have been 
made any nomination of more than one Candidate to serve in Parliament for 
such District, at the time and in the manner hereinbefore provided, such Can- 
didate so singly nominated shall be, and shall be declared, and be taken to 
be, the duly elected Member to serve in Parliament for such District. 

47. And be it Enacted, That whenever any Returning Othcer shall ha 
received in manner aforesaid, a vomination of more than one Candidate, 
shall forthwith require of each of such Candidates, by demand in writing, ge- 
cording to the form No. 2 in the Schedule marked (D.) to this Act annexéd, 
and which he shall transmit by the post, that such Candidate furnish him with 
a return of the names of all the persons who shall act as agents in his behalf at 
every polling place, in each compartment of the several booths on the polling 
day, and of the person who shall act as his agent in witnessing the safe heep- 
ing of the bags containing the voting cards, from the time of their receipt after 
the close of the poll until their production at the Election Court on the day fol. 
lowing ; and of the person who shall at the Election Court witness the correct 
assorting and gee of the voting cards, and the ascertaining of the number 
of votes given to each Candidate; and every Candidate receiving such regui- 
sition from any Returning Officer, shall, and is hereby required so to do, 
within three days at the least, make a return of the names of all such agents 
and transmit the same by the post ; and if any Candidate fail so to do, no other 
nomination of 1 as agents for such Candidate shall be recognized by 
such Returning Officer; and every act, matter, or thing which is hereinbefore 
required to be done in the presence of the agents of the respective Candidates 
shall be, and be taken to be, well and lawtully done, though done in the abb. 
sence of any agent of such Candidate who shall have neglected to make the 
return herein required, or who, though duly nominated, shall be absent at the 
time of such act, matter, or thing being done, provided notice thereof be given 
to such agent in manner hereinafter provided. 

48. And be it Enacted, That whenever any Returning Officer shall have re- 
ceived from any Candidate a return of the names of all or any of the persons 
to act asthe agents of such Candidate as hereinbefore provided, he shall, 
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three days at the least, before any day on which such agents shall be required 
to act, give notice in writing, to be transmitted by the post. to each of such 
agents, of the time and place at which such agents respectively are required to 
be present, and of the several duties according to their appointment, and the 
provisions of this Act, which such agents are respectively required to perform ; 
and shall in snch notices warn such agents, that if they are absent at the time 
and place in such notices mentioned, every act, matter, and thing, which ac- 
cording to the provisions of this Act is required to be done in the presence of 
the agent of every Candidate, will be deemed to be, and he taken to be, well 
and lawfully done, though done in the absence of the agent of the Candidate 
to whom such notice is addressed. 

49. And be it Enacted, That whenever in any District there shall have 
heen nominated in manner hereinbefore provided, more than one Candidate 
for such District, the Returning Officer of every such District shall at the 
time of giving public notice of the nomination of such Candidates, also give 
public notice, that he thereby convenes at the respective time and places 
specified in snch notice, public Meetings of all the Registered Electors of 
such District ; and such public Meetings shall be held at each and every of 
the polling places within such District, and shall be for the attendance of all 
persons whose names are on the Alphabetical Register of Electors, assigned to 
poll at each of such Polling Places respectively; and every Returning Officer 
who has given notice of such Meetings, shall send a copy of such notice to 
each of the respective Candidates who shall be invited to attend such Meet- 
ings and to address the Elec.ors : and every Returning Officer giving notice 
of such Meetings as aforesaid shall preside at the same, and shall provide suit- 
able and convenient hustings for the Candidate, and for some equal number of 
the friends of each: Provided always that no such Meeting be held within 
thiee days of the day of polling. 

50. And be it Enacted, That all public meetings of any Electors or others 
on any polling day appointed under the provisions of this Act shall be, and the 
same ure hereby declared to be, illegal, and all persons concerned in calling 
such meetings or found attending thereat, shall be, and be deemed to be, 
guilty of an indictable misdemeanour, and punished accordingty. 

51. And be it Enacted, That in the respective districts in every county of 
Great Britain and Ireland, convenient places for taking the poll at all elec- 
tions of a Member to serve in any future Parliament, shall be appointed; and 
there shall be one polling place at the least for every Three Thousand male 
persons within each district respectively, according to the last census, and nat 
more than one for every Two Thousand of such persons; and each polling 
place shall be appointed with regard to the density of the population in the 
part of the District where it shall be appointed, so as to enable every Return- 
ing Officer, when ‘assigning, in'manner hereinbefore provided, the place at 
which each person shall vote, to secure that the distance which the majority 
of Electors may have to pass in going to the poll may be as short as possible 
in every part of such district: and such respective places for taking the poll 
in every district shall be described and settled by the Act to be passed in this 
present Parliament, for the purpose of settling and describing the districts in 
every County or United Counties enumerated in the Schedule marked (A), to 
this Act annexed. 

52. And be it Enacted, That at every contested election for a district of 
anv county, the Returning Officer shall cause to be erected at each polling 
peace appointed as aforesaid, a Booth for taking the poll, and such booth shall 
e divided into three compartments, to be designated by the letters A. B. C.; 
and every such booth shall be built of the dimensions and according to the 
plan drawn and specified in the Schedule marked (E.), to this Act annexed : 
and shall cause to be affixed on the most conspicuous part of such booth the 
number by which such polling place is designated on the General Register of 
Flectors then in force for such district, and also a notice that no person shall 
be admitted to vote at such polling place except such as have the number of 
such polling place affixed to their@ames on the General Register of Electors 
aforesaid, and whose names shall also be on the alphabetical register of Elec- 
tors made out in manner hereinbefore provided, to be used by the Deputy Re- 
turning Officer who shall be appointed to take the poll at such polling place; 
and such notice shall also specify the initial letterswuf the surname of all the 
Electors that shall vote at each compartment of the said_booth, so as to assign 
to each compartment respectively, as nearly as may an equal number of 
Electors ; and all Electors whose surname shall have the same initial letters 
shall be assigned to the same compartment; and the votes of the Electors so 
assigned to vote at each compartment shall be taken at such compartment, and 
those only. 

53. And be it Enacted, That every Returning Officer, for the purpose of 
erecting any bocth at any polling place, shall have power to enter upon any 
open or unenclosed land near to or adjoining any htghway or street, or to ob- 
struct or divert the usual traffic along any highway or street either wholly or 
in part, for any length of time that his order in that behalf may express, and 
may cause any polling booth to be erected wholly or in part across any high- 
Way or street, or en any open or unenclosed land by the side or margin of any 
hichway or street. 

54. And be it Enacted, That every Returning Officer appointed under the 
provisions of this Act shall have power to appoint Deputies to preside at the 
several polling places within his district, and Clerks to take the poll at each 
compartment of every booth erected in manner herembefore provided, and two 
assistants to each of such Clerks; and every Returning Officer as aforesaid, 
when issuing his precept for the taking of the poll at any polling place, in the 
Form hereinafier provided, shall insert therein the fame, addition and place of 
abode, of the Deputy Returnipg Cfficergand of the Clerks to take the poll in 

0 artment, and of the two assistants to each of the same, and of the 
agents of each candidate who shall have been appointed in manner hereinbe- 
fore provided, by such candidates respectively, to witness the proceedings at 
such polling place, and to do all acts required to be done according to the pro- 
visions of this Act by such agents ; and the insertion of the names of each of 
such parties respectively, in manner aforesaid, in any precept issued by the 
Returning Officer of the district to which such precept shall relate, shall be a 
sufficient notice and warrant of their due appointment, and of their authority, 
and of their being required to do every act, matter and thing, which the pro- 
visions of this Act direct and require to be done by any or all of them; and 
every Returning Officer shall deliver such precept as aforesaid to each Deputy 
Returning Officer within his district, Three clear Days at the least previous to 
the day at which the polling to which it shall relate shall be holden; and shall 
also at the time of 14 such precept give to the Deputy Returning Otfi- 
cer named therein, one copy of the General Register of Electors for the dis- 
trict to which the precept aforesaid shall relate, and also one Alphabetical 
Register of the Electors entitied to vote at the polling place at which such 
Deputy Returning Officer shall be appointed to act, and also one of such last 
named Registers for each Poll Clerk and for each of his two assistants, and 
for each agent of any candidate named in such precept as aforesaid. 

55. And be it Enacted, That in case of the sudden illuess, or absence from 
unavoidable cause of any Deputy Returning Officer apjcinted te preside at 
any polling place, the Returning Officer shall forthwith appoint some other 
person in his place, and the person so appointed shall have all the powers and 
duties of the Deputy Returning O!tcer first appomted and named in the-pre- 
cept of the Retarning Officer; end in case of the sudden illness or absence of 
any Poli Clerk, or of any assistant to a Voll Clerk, named in any precept of 
any Returning Officer issued to any Deputy Returning Officer, the Deputy Re- 
turning Otficer presiding at any booth where any Poll Clerk, or assistant to any 
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Poll Clerk, may be so suddenly taken ill or be absent, shall forthwith appoint 
some person to act as a substitute for such person. 

56. And be it Enacted, That every Deputy Returning Officer presiding at 
any Polling Place under the provisions of this Act, shall, on the day on which 
he shall be so acting, have all the powers and authority of a Justice of the 
Peace duly appointed to act for the County or Place in which such polling 
place shall be situate, and all constables and peace officers, and all other 
persons, shall obey his lawful summons and commands accordingly ; and he 
shall. provide a suflicient number of peace officers to preserve free access to the 
respective compartments of the booths, and to preserve due order within the 
same, and to wait in the avenues leading to the balloting machine, admitting 
or excluding sach persons only as the orders of the Deputy Returning Officer 
shall prescribe; and he shall also appoint three constables at the least to 
perambulate within the barriers revided, in manner described in the sehedule 
marked E.) to this Act annexed, to be constructed at the back and on each 
side of the booth, to be erected at every polling place; and evéry Deputy 
Returning Officer shall carefully instruct 42. such constables imme- 
diately to apprehend and convey to the nearest gaol, lock-np, or other place of 
imprisonment, any person who shall come within any part of such barriers, 
there to remain until the day following, then to be brought before one of Her 
Majesty's Justices of the Peace, who, if he think fit, shall impose for such 
offence a fine of not more than twenty nor less than fire shillings, such fine to 
be levied and applied in manner hereinafter provided. 

57. ‘ AND whereas it is expedient that the votes of all Electors should be 
exercised freely, and for such purpose that all votes should be given in secret, 
and that measures should be taken whereby to seowe that the votes of indi- 
vidual Electors should not be known, and also to prevent a knowledge of the 
manner in which a majority of Electors in any locality, other than the whole 
of a District, may have voted:’ Be it therefore Enacted, That at every 
contested election holden under the provisions of this Act, the vote of every 
Elector shall be taken by way of secret ballot, and in that mode only, and that 
to ensure such secrecy the manner of taking the vote of every elector shall be 
in all respects according to the procedure described in the precept to be 
issued by the Returning Officer, according to the Form inthe Schedule marked 
(F.) to this Act annexed ; and every Returning Officer is hereby required to 
issue to every Deputy Returning Officer whom he shall appoint, in manner 
hereinbefore provided, to take the poll at any polling place, a precept in the 
form aforessid, and the directions contained in every such precept every 
Deputy Returning Officer, and all others mentioned therein, are hereby 
required and commanded strictly to observe and pursue, 

58. And be it Enacted, That at every contested election under the provi- 
sions of this Act, the polling shall commence on the day fixed for such purpose 
at eight o’clock in the morning, and the poll shall on no account be kept open 
later than six o clock of the evening of the same day; and that where the 
proceedings at any polling place shall be interrupted or obstructed by any riot 
or open violence, the Deputy Returning Officer acting at such polling place 
shall adjourn the poll at such place until the following day at eaght o'clock in 
the morning, and if pny! shall further adjourn the same until such inter- 
ruption or obstruction shall have ceased, when the Deputy Returning Officer 
shall again proceed to take the poll at such place: Provided always, and be it 
Enacted, that after any adjournment of the poll at any place, the same shall 
be finally closed so soon as a total period of Ten Hours’ unobstructed polling 
has elapsed, such Ten Hours being reckoned from the time of first opening 
the poll. 

50. And be it Enacted, That at every contested election held under the 
provisions of this Act, no inquiry shall be permitted at the time of polling as 
to the right of any person to vote, * ouly as follows ; that is to say, that 
the Poll Clerk shall, if ory so to do by any agent of any candidate, put 
to any elector at the time of his coming to the front of the balloting machine, 
and not afterwards, the following questions, or any of them: 

1. Are you the same person whose name appears as A. B. on the Alpha- 
betical Register of Electors now in force, and provided to be used at 
this polling place, and therein described as [here read the whole entry 
of the Elector’s name, as it appears on the register] 

2. Do you continue to reside within the District of [as the case may be]? 

3. Have you already voted either here or elsewhere at this election? 

And if any person shall wilfully make any false answer to any of the ques- 
tions aforesaid he shall be deemed guilty of an indictable misdemeanour, and 
shall be punished accordingly ; and shall also, on proof before any Returning 
Officer of conviction for such offence when presiding at any court of revi- 
sion held under the provisions of this Act, be deprived for the space of 
Three Years of any right which he otherwise might have had to*be placed on 
any Register of Electors to be made under the provisions of this Act. 

60. And be it Enacted, That no Elector shall be required, at the time 
of giving his vote at any election under the provisions of this Act, to take any 
oath or affirmation whatsoever, any law or statute to the contrary notwith- 
standing; and no person claiming to vote at any such election shall be‘ex- 
cluded from voting thereat, except by reason of his refusing to answer the 
questions, or 4 of them, hereinbeſore provided to be put, or except by 
its appearing to the satisfaction of the Deputy Returning Officer, upon putting 
such questions or any of them, that the person so claiming to vote — 
ſalse answer to such questions, or any of them. 

61. And be it Enacted, That every balloting machine to be used under 
the provisions of this Act shall be formed and constructed according to 
the Plan drawn and specified in the Schedule marked (G.) to this Act an- 
nexed ; and that the Speaker of the House of Commons, within One Month 
after the passing of this Act, shall cause to be deposited with the Board of 
Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes, a model constructed according to the 
plan so drawn and specified; and the said Commissioners shall forthwith 
canse to be constructed a sufficient number of balloting machines, in all re- 
spects like the model aforesaid, wherewith to furnish, on the request cf 
every Returning Officer appointed under the provisions of this Act, three of 
such machines for every polling place within every district respectively ; and 
the said Commissioners, and their successors for the time being, shall, as 
often as required thereto, furnish to any Returning Officer, as aforesaid, 
any number of balloting machines as aforesaid which he may require in the 
place of, and in exchange for, any which may be mutilated, injured or de- 
stroyed, or as may be, according to the judgment of such Returning Officer, 
in any way unfit to be used according to the provisions of this Act ; and the 
said 2222 shall deſray the cost of providing all ballotiug machines 
as aſoresaid, out of any public monies that may be in their hands or under 
their control, and shall charge to every Returning Officer to whom they shall 
deliver any balloting machines a price equal to the cost thereof, and not 
more; and the said Commissioners shall affix on every balloting machine, 
before issuing the same as aforesaid, in some conspicuous part or parts of such 
a machine, an inscription, mark, stamp or die, denoting that it is issued b 
their authority, and according to the provisions of this Act: And be it 
Enacted, That such balloting machines, so issued as aforesaid, shall be those 
and those only, to be used for taking the poll at all elections under the pro- 
visions of this Act. 

62. And be it Enacted, That the Board of Commissioners of Stamps and 
Taxes as aforesaid, and their successors for the time being, shall, and the 
same are hereby required so to do, provide from time to time a sufficient 
number of voting cards, to used in the balloting machines as aforesaid ; 
and sach cards shall be of a size and thickuess accurately to fit the place in 
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which they are to be used in such balloting machine, according to the Plan 
drawn and specified in the schedule marked (G.) to this Act annexed ; and 
the said Commissioners shall cause such cards to be. printed upon with such 
marks or lines as are drawn and described in the Schedule aforesaid, and 
shall also print and stamp on the back of such cards, such marks or devices as 
they may deem a security against the forgery of such cards, some of which 
marks or devices shall denote that they are issued by the authority of the 
said Commissioners, and according to the provisions of this Act; and the 
said Commissioners shall, from time to time, snpply to every Returning Officer 
appointed under the provisions of this Act, in packets sealed with their seal, 
such a number of voting cards as aforesaid as he may demand in writing, 
charging for the same after a rate which shall remunerate, and not more, the 
siid Commissioners fur the cost of providing the same; and the said Com- 
missioners shall keep a correct account of the number of voting cards issued 
by them from time to time to each Returning Officer as aforesaid, and eve 
Returning Officer shall, on their demanding the same, produce to the said 
Commissioners all the voting cards which at the time of such demand may 
remain in his possession, and shall be required to prove to the satisfaction 
of the said Commissioners that the number of voting cards so produced to 
them when added to the number of such cards which have been used at 
all elections held under his authority amount to the total number issued as 
aforesaid to such Returning Officer: And be it Enacted, That such voting 
cards so issued as aforesaid, and such only, shail be the voting cards to 
be used in all balloting machines as aforesaid at the time of taking the 
poll at any election held under the provisions of this Act. 

63. And be it Enacted, That every Returning Officer appointed under the 
provisions of this Act shall forthwith procure from the Board of Com- 
missioners of Stamps and J'axes, who are hereby required on the demand of 
any such Re'urning Officer to deliver the same, three balloting machines for 
each and every polling place appointed in manner hereinbefore provided with- 
in the district for which he acts, and he shall provide a suitable room or place 
in which to keep the same with care, and free from liability to accident or 
injury ; and every Returning Officer as aforesaid, for the time being, shall pro- 
cure to be made any necessary repairs which may arise from natural wear, or 
from accidental or violent injury, so that such repairs do not amount to any 
alteration in the form or structure of the balloting machine, but only to the re- 
placing of some part to the condition in which it was before such wear or 
injury, and so as at all times to preserve such balloting machines in a fit and 
proper state to be used for the taking of the poll at any election under the pro- 
visions of this Act; and shall procure in like manner from the Board of Com- 
missioners of Stamps and Taxes as aforesaid any additional number of ballot- 
ing machines which he may from time to time require in order to comply with 
the provisions of this Act, or which he may require in substitution or exchange 
for any which, in his judgment, may be unfit for further use; and every 
Retarning Officer as aforesaid for the time being shall, from time to time pro- 
cure from the Board of Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes as aforesaid, a 
sufficient number of voting cards, as are hereinbefore provided to be used in 
the balloting machines aforesaid, wherewith to supply every Deputy Returnin 
Officer appointed to preside at any polling place within his district with — 
cards as may be required for the use of every Elector on the Alphabetical 
Register hereinbefore provided to be used at each of such pollin — 
respectively; and every Returning Officer shall keep an inventory of all ballot- 
ing machines coming to his possession as aforesaid, and also a true and faithful 
account of the number of voting cards coming to his possession from time to 
time as aforesaid and of the number used at every election held under his 
authority, and shall be liable on being lawfully demanded thereto, to produce 
the stock of voting cards in his hands, at the time of such demand ; and every 
Returning Officer on surrendering or being 1 in his office, or in case 
of any Returning Officer being deceased, his Executor or Administrator, shall 
deliver over to the successor of such Returning Officer according to such in- 
ventory and account as aforesaid, all the balloting machines and voting cards 
at that time in his possession or keeping. 

64. And be it Enacted, That at every contested election every Returning 
Officér shall, previous to the day of polling, cause to be printed in two-line 
brevier Roman capitals, on the voting cards supplied to him by the Board of 
Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes, in manner hereinbefore provided, the 
names of all the candidates at such election, and he shall cause the name of 
each candidate to be printed in alphabetical order in the centre of each of the 
four panels or divisions marked on each card, in the manner described by the 
drawing of such card in the Schedule marked (G.) to this Act annexed ; and 
if there be more than four candidates, a second voting card, or as many as 
may be necessary, so that not more than the name of one candidate be printed 
in one of such panels or divisions, shall be printed and provided in manner 
aforesaid ; and the names of all the candidates shall be printed on such voting 
cards as aforesaid before the same shall be supplied to any Deputy Returning 
Officer ; and at every election of a Returning Officer, the names of the candi- 
dates for such office shall in like manner be printed on the voting cards as 
aforesaid, supplied in manner aforesaid, but the names of all candidates for 
the office of Returning Officer shall be printed in red ink, so as to distinguish 
the same from the names of candidates to serve in Parliament; and the names 
of candidates to the office of Returning Officer shall not be printed on the 
same card with the names of the candidates to serve in Parliament, but on 
other and different cards ; and every Deputy Returning Officer shall, after the 
close of the poll, return to the Returning Oficer from whom he shall have 
received the same, any voting cards not used, and the namber of such cards 
which such Deputy Returning Officer is hereby required so to return shall, 
when added to the number of Electors who have voted at such polling place, 
amount to the whole number of voting cards originally received — him. 

65. And be it Enacted, That every balloting machine provided as aforesaid 
shall be placed in such a position in the compartment of the polling booth in 
which it shall be used, and shall be enclosed within or 1 to such 
screens ‘and fences as are described in the Plan drawn and specified in the 
Schedule marked (E.) to this Act annexed ; and the several 2 sents, or 
places, specified to be provided according tu the Plan in the Schedule aſore- 
said for the use of the Poll Clerk and his two assistants, and for the agents of 
each candidate shall be situated with regard to the balloting machine in the 
respective positions in which they are described in such Plan, and in no other ; 
and each of such parties respectively shall occupy the places provided for 
them, and no other. 

66. And be it Enacted, That every Elector shall stand in front of the 
balloting machine, alone and in secret, behind the screen or fence provided 
for that purpose, and shall there record his vote by making an indenture or 
mark by the means provided in the balloting machine for that purpose on the 
margin of the voting card, as it shall appear before him in the frame of the 
balloting machine, and oppusite to the name of that candidate for whom he 
shall desire to vote ; and that if he shall make any indenture or mark opposite 
to more than one name, or not make any indenture or mark, he shall lose his 
vote; and if any Elector at the time of standing in secret as aforesaid in 
front of any balloting machine, shall do any wilful damage or injury to such 
machine, or any part thereof, he shall be liable to be taken into immediate 

custody by any . officer whom any Deputy Returning Officer at that 
time presiding shall command thereto; who shall forthwith convey such 
— to the nearest gaol or lock-up, there to be imprisoned until the 


following day, and shall then be brought before one of Her — — s Justices 
of the Peace, who ‘if he shall think fit, shall impose for such offence a fine 
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of than Five poands nor less than Twenty shillings ; such fine tu 
be levied and - aah manner hereinafter provided. 
67. And be it d, That every person, when claiming to give his vote at 
i the provisions of this Act, shall be required by one of 
Poll Clerk to pronounce his Christian and surname, 
and calling if any, and his place of abode ag such existed at 
istration of such person; and sach assistant to the Poll Clerk 
first ascertained that the name of such person daly as on the 
Biectors, direct auch Elector to pass to the frunt of the balloting 
such Elector stands in the view of all who are present, the 
leck shall read aloud, in an audible voice, the number 
the name of such Elector and the whole entry of such Elector's 
it appears on the Alphabetical Register of Electors provided to be 
polling place ; and this having been done, all or any of the 
questions herembefore provided to be asked of any Elector on the demand of 
any agent of any candi 1 but if not then demanded shall not 
afterwards be put; and the Poll Clerk shall forthwith permit such Elector to 
Palio in the manner by this Act provided; and the Poll Clerk 
il, each respectively, strike out with a pen the entry om the 
ctors immediately on aor pal admitted to 


„as well also 


Fa 
3 


1 


i 


! 


w 
shall withdraw by the door provided for that purpose ; and any person re- 
— in front of the balloting machine on the pretence that he has not re- 
Cc his vote, or on any pretence whatever, after the command of the 
Retu Officer presiding at such polling place to depart, shall be 
to be fi removed by any peace officer or constable who may be 
directed by the Returning Officer aforesaid so to do. 

68. And be it Enacted, That every Deputy Retarning Officer, acting at any 
polling place under the provisions of this Act, shall before the commencement 


of the poll, in the presence of the ageuts of the respective named 
2 os — Returning mag * — — of gy Na shall 
i “gy examine eathern bag into which the voting 
. Gall Arete to the balloting machine in each compait- 


in such a manner as to exhibit to all present that each is free from any 
and having so done shall re-attach the same to each ing machine 
respectively, and shall affix his own seal, and the seal of any a of any 
candidate as aforesaid who may be preseat, and which yw tendered to him 
for that purpose, to the strap, band or ligature, by which the respective bags 
may be so attached; and shall, at the close of the poll, in the presence of the agent 
of the respective candidates, oo up, tie, or otherwise securely c 
up, by means of some suitable strap, band or ligature, attached to the respective 
bags for that purpose, or if not so attached to be at the time provided, the neck 
or part of the ive leathern bags as aforesaid, in which the voting 
cuslls eo ehevdad shall be contained, and shall affix his own seal, and also 
candidate who may be present as aforesaid, and 


machines, and shall then wholly detach the same from each balloting 
machine: and shail forthwith convey the respective bags as aforesaid, by his 
own hands, travelling in some covered and enclosed vehicle to be by him pro- 
vided for that purpose, accompanied by any two of the — oſ the respective 
candidates, as aforesaid, who may then be present, to the place appointed for 
that p by the Returning Officer, and named in bis precept, and shall 
there deliver same to the Returning Officer, who shall give a receipt for 
the same, and receive and safely keep, in manner hereinafter provided, all such 
bags u oxd wetil the ensouibliog of his Court on the next day; and every 
ty Returni 


— 7 band or Kgatare, by which each bag was attached to the respective 


Officer, at the time of delivering such bags as aforesaid. 
shall give to the Returning Officer a written statement of the total number of 
Electors who shall have voted at the polling place at which he presided, and 
whose voting cards are contained in the bags he shall deliver as aforesaid. 

69. And be it Enacted, that every Retarning Officer at the time of receiving 
as“aforesaid the bags containing the voting cards, shall so receive the said bags 
in the presence of the Agent of each Candidate nominated for that purpose, 
shall deposit in their presence all such bogs, into seme chest or box, which 
he shall then lock and seal with his own seal, retaining the key thereof: and 
such chest or box shall be placed in some convenient apartment for the 
accommodation of the Agents of the Candidates, and who shall be suffered 
there to remain in the charge of ch chest or box, until the same shail be 


4 


opened on the following morning, and to witness the production of the said 
bas at the Election Court, and their being conveyed thither by the Returning 


70. And be it Enacted, that the Retarning Officer in every district, on the 
shall have been closed at any 


hold an Election Court at the 


containing thé voting cards and in the presence 

gents of soch candidates as wert present when the same were de- 
Returning Officer, and who shall have remained in the castody, 
or have had the opportunity of remaining in the custody, of such bags from the 
their delivery to such returning Officer, by every 17 — 

r in manner herem provided, after the close of the poll the previous 
time of his so producing such bags; and he shall in the first place cause 


80 
announced the number of Electors which shall have been — * 
vely, 


and not later; and shall then produce, publicly and in open 
— each, of the — 
such 
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him a : ed at each polling place within his district respecti 

the total 2 fot the entire district; and he shall then demand 
and require that whose seal is affixed to any of the bags he shall 
then proce do the satne to ascertain that it remains unbroken, after 
which he it break all such seals on any one bag, and empty the contents of 
such bag publicly and n court into a vase or urn to be by him provided 
for that „ and ll then proceed in like manner to break the seals of 
each — every bag and 

he shall not break the 


not 
the contents of the bay, the seal of which he last broke, into the vase 
or urn as aforesaid : And be it Enacted, that the Returning Officer — 


inaſter — — as there are 


shall provide as many boxes for 


candidates at election to which such court shall reiat a ory 
of such boxes with the name of each candidate rr — 
sence of the agents of such candidate, and in open court, publicly examine the 
same, after which he shall seg the lids of boxes with his own seal. and 
also with the seal of the ageit of any candidate which may be tendered to him 
for that purpose ; and every Returning Officer, after having in manner aforesaid 
placed the whole of the voting cards, so as aforesaid received by him, into one 
vase or urn, shall publicly and im open court take each of such voting cards 
separately out of the vase or urn, and in the view of the ageats of the re- 
spective candidates severally noaunated for that purpose, shall deposit, by 
er an opening in the lid thereof, each and every card on which 
there shall be recorded one vote, into the box labelled with the name of the 
candidate for whom such vote is recorded; and any card on which there shall 
not be recorded any vote, or more than one vote, he shall deposit in a box to 
he labelled “ Lost vorxs,“ and all such voting cards shall be deemed as lost 
votes, and of no account; aad so soon as the entire number of voting cards 
shall have been — — in the several boxes as hereinbefore 
mentioned, the Retarning Officer shall publicly and in open court break the 
seals of such boxes, brea the seal of only one box at a time, and in the 
order in which the names of the respective candidates are printed on such 
voting cards, and shall so successively count the number of: 

each box, and shall forthwith pablicly declare such numbers as being the num- 
ber of votes given for each candidate, and the candidate who shall have the 
highest number of votes so ascertained, he shall forthwith declare to be duly 
elected the member to serve im Parliament for the district for which every 
such election court shall be respectively holden. 

71. And he it Enacted, That every Returuing Officer, when ascertain- 
ing in manner aforesaid, the number of each votes given to each Candi- 
date, shall be assisted therein by one or more of the Depaty Returning Officers 
who shall have presided at any polling place at that election, whom he shall 
te cognate Ww ; and the act of assorting such voting cards in manner hereia- 
before provided, shall be performed im some conspicuous and elevated part of 
the Court, and within some enclesare, within which no other persons than the 
Returning Officer, and such of his Deputies as he shall appomt so to do, and 
one agent of each Candidate, shall be itted to enter; and at the time of 
so ascertaining the number of votes each Candidate, there shall be no 
scrutiny allowed by 7 Returning Officer with regard to any votes given or 
tendered at the time of polling, nor in respect of any difference which may 
appear between the total number of cards found in the bags, and the total num- 
ber of Electors declared, in manner herein provided, to have voted ; but on the 
request of the agent of any Candidate he shall a second time examine and 
count the number of voting eards appearing in favour of any Candidates 
named by such 5 

72. And be it Enacted, That at the time of ascertaining, in manner herein- 
before provided, the number of votes given for an candidate, the Returning 
Officer shall estimate a vote to hare been on any voting card where 
there shall appear one indentare or mark (whether such be, or be not, perfectly 
made) on the edge of such voting card, and that seach vote is in favour of the 
candidate opposite to whose name printed on the card auch indenture or 
mark shall be made; and where on any voting card there is any indenture 
or mark opposite to the name of more one candidate, or where on any 
voting card there is not any indenture or mark, such voting card shall be 
773. And be it Exscted, The f 2 

73. And be it Enacted, t in case of an equality of votes a ing i 
favour of two or more Candidates at any election ender the — of this 
Act, the Retarning Officer of the District, if he has not previously voted at 
such election, shall declare for whom he then votes, or if he has already voted 
at such election, he shall give a second or casting vote to one of such Candi- 
dates, and the Candidate for whom he thereby gives a majority, he shall forth- 
with return as the Member chosen to serve in Parliament {or the District iu 
which he is Returning Officer. 

74. And be it Enacted, That the retarn made by the Returning Officer of the 
Member chosen to serve in Parliament for the district for which he acts, shall 
be final and conclusive to all intents and , and the right of every per- 
son so returned to sit and vote shall not be liable to be questioned before any 
18. be it Eancted, That wh 

75. An it 0 t whenever any Member chosen i 
Parliament for any district shall die, or shall ion any cause tig det 
incapacitated to sit and vote, there shall not be held any election of any per- 
son in the room or stead of any Member so deceased or incapacitated to sit 
and vote, and that in every district there shall be only one election in every 
year, and which shall be held in every district on one and the same day 
according to the provisions of this Act. : 

76. And be it Knacted, That the Members chosen to serve in Parliament in 
every year, — to the provisions of this Act, shall be the Members to 
serve in Parliament for the district for which they are respectively chosen for 
the term of One Year, and no longer; and that in case of any dissolution of 
Parliament by the demise of the Crown or rwise, every Keturnin 
Officer shall insert in his retarn to any Writ, Mandate, or Precept, which 
shall be issued to him, the name of the person chosén to be Member on the 
Last Monday of September then next preceding ; and the right and title of such 
— * 1 — sit = zeae shall be, and he deemed and taken to be 
as valid and complete as though chosen at a fresh election held i ience 
i auch Wei, — or Precept held in obedience 

* it Enacted, t on the last day of every Session of Parliamen 
every Member of the Commons House of Parliament shall be entitled to de” 
mand of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, and the same 
are hereby required to pay the same, the sum of fre hundred pounds, by way 
of remuneration to him tor his services and charges in the execution of his 
office ; and that if any Member shall die, or become legally incapacitated to 
sit and vote, he, or in the case of a deceased Member, his executor or adminis- 
trator, shall be entitled to a 121 — sum of such five hundred ; 
(which shall be demanded and paid in manner aforesaid) according the length 
of time which has elapsed between the election and decease or incapacity 
of such Member. 

78. And be it Enacted, That from henceforth a Parliament shall be holden 
once in every year, and that this present Parliament shall cease and determine 
on the last day of Judy which shall be in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and forty —. 

79. Aad be it Enacted, That within — months at the farthest from and 
after the dissolution of this present Parliament, legal Writs under the Great 
Seal shall be issued by direction of Her Majesty calling, assembling, and 
holding another new Parliament; and that in all futare years alter the present, 
from time to time for ever hereafter, such Writs shall be issued on or before 
the fifteenth day of August im every year. 

80. And be it Enacted, That from henceforth no Parliament whatsoever, 
that shall at any time hereafter be called, assembled, or held, shall have any 
contiauance longer than the last day of in every year. 

81. And be it Enacted, That in case Her present Majesty and Her successors’ 
shall need the advice of Parliament at any time between the first day of 
August and ——— day of September in any year, then the last preceding 
Parliament shall immediately convene and be a Parliament, to all intents and 
purposes as if the same had never been dissolved, but to continue only to the 
ae day of September in the year in which it shall be so as aforesaid 
assembled. 
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82. And be it Enacted, That all Writs to be issued for the election of Mem- | 
bers to serve in Parliament under the provisions of this Act, shall be directed 
to the Sheriff ef the within which the plaee for holding the Election 
Court for the District to which each Writ shall relate is situate, according to 
the provisions of the Act to be passed in this present Parliament, for deserib- | 
ing the place at which such Election Court shall be holden in every District, | 
and of this Act; and all Mandates, Precepts, Instruments, Proceedings, and 
n such Writs, shall be and the same are hereby auther- 
ized to be framed ex in soch manner as may be necessary for the 
carrying the provisions of this Act into effect. } 

83. And be it Enacted, That whenever a Returning Officer shall see fit to 
impose on — any fine which this Act empowers such Retaroing Officer 
to inflict, and the amount of such fine shall not be paid to such Returning 
Officer on demand in Court, that a Certificate may be drawn up by such Re- 
turning Officer, in the following form, or words to the like effect : 

‘| hereby certify, That on the day of 

‘ of om Tod A. B. was convi 
me, R ing Officer of the District of [as the case may be] for the 
here state offence, as the case may be] contrary to an Aet 
: in the ear of the reign of Queen Victoria, 
‘intituled “ An Act to secure the Representation of the Whole Peo- 
ple of Great Britain and Ireland in Parliament,” and I do adjudge, | 
‘that the said A. B. hath forfeited for his [or her] offence the sum of 
: —— insert the penalty], and do order him [or her] to pay the same. 
Given under my hand and seal, the day and year first above written.’ 


And such Certificate shall be conclusive evidence of the amount, and of all 
other matters, and of the liability of the party named therein to pay the same, 
and in case the person ordered by such Certificate to pay any sam of money 
by way of fine, shall not forthwith pay the same, according to such Certificate, 
every Justice of the Peace is hereby * and he is hereby — 
warrant under his hand and seal, upon due proof to him made that a of 
the said Certificate hath been served upon the party named therein, that 
the sum of named therein hath been demanded of such party, and 
that euch party hath refused or neglected to pay the same, to order the said 
sum of money to be levied by distress and sale of the goods and chattels of the | 
said party, which can be found within the jurisdiction of such Justice, together 
with the expenses of such levy, and all costs and charges attending the pro- 
ceedings (to be ascertained by such Justice), and the overplus, if any, be 
rendered by the person making such levy, to the owner of the goods and 
chattels on request ; and no appeal from snch order, and no certiorari or other 
writ or process for the removal of any such order or certificate, or warrant, 
or any proceeding thereon, into any of Her Majesty’s Courts at Westminster | 
shall be allowed or granted : and if upon the return of such warrant it shall | 
appear that no sufficient distress can be had whereupon to levy the said sum 
of money, and costs and charges aforesaid, and the same shall not forthwith 
be paid, or in case it shall appear to the satisfaetion of such Justice, by con- | 
fession of the or otherwise, that the party mentioned in the Certificate 
aforesaid, not sufficient goods and chattels whereupon the sam of 
money mentioned therein, could be levied if a warrant of distress were issued, | 
such Justice shall not be required to issue such warrant aforesaid, but such 
Justice is hereby required, by warrant under his hand and seal, to commit the 
rty named in the Certificate aforesaid, to some common Gaol or House of 
Correction for the County or place in which such Justice shall then be acting, 
there to remain without Bail or Mainprize for any time not exceeding two 
Calendar Months, or until such party shall have paid the sum named in such 
Certificate aforesaid, and all costs and charges attending the proceedings. 

84. And be it Enacted, That in Scotland the whole powers and right of 
issuing summary warrants and proceedings exerted for levying and recoveri 
the Land and Assessed Taxes shall be held tu be applicable to the levying 
recovering of any sum of money mentioned in any Certificate of any Return- 
ing Officer as hereinbefore 12 and the Sheriffs, Magistrates, Justices 
of the Peace, and other Judges, may grant the like warrants for recovery of 
all such sums of money mentioned in any such Certificate as aforesaid, in the 
same form and under the same penalties as is provided in regard to such Land 
and Assessed Taxes, and other public taxes. 

85. And be it Enacted, That whenever any fine shall be imposed on any 
person for any offence against the Ft of this Act, such fine shall be 

id to the use of the Returning Officer who imposed the same, or if im 
- a Justice of the Peace, to the use of the Returning Officer for the District 
in which the person resided on whom the fine was imposed; and every fine 
imposed by a Justice of the Peace in uance of the provisions of this Act, 
if not paid on demand, shall be levied and recovered in the same manner as 
any sum of money by way of fine mentioned in any Certificate of any Return- 
ing Officer is hereinbefore provided to be levied and recovered; and every 
Returning Officer shall receive the amount of all such fines, and carry the 
same to the debit of the account which he is herein required to keep all re- 
eng? and disbursements of monies coming into his hands in the execution of 

is office. 


Notices consequent u 


86. And be it Enacted, That every person authorized by law to make an 
affirmation instead of taking an oath, shall make such affirmation in every 
in which, by this Act, an oath is required to be taken; and if any person tak- 
ing an oath required by this Act, or making any affirmation 41 of taki 
such oath, shall wilfully swear or affirm falsely, such person shall be — 
guilty of perjury and shall be punished accordingly. 

87. And be it Enacted, That notwithstanding any thing hereinbefore con- 
tained, no Governor or Keeper of any Gaol ot House of Correction, or other 
Prison, or of any Asylum for Lunatics, shall be required to return any list of 
male persons resident with any such Governor or Keeper, except a list of all 
such male persons of full age as are not in the lawful charge and confinement 
of such Governor or Keeper. 

88. And be it Enacted, That in case this Act shall commence and take 
effect before the last day of July in this present year, all the parts thereof in 
which the month of March is mentioned. shall be immediately read and con- 
strued.as if the word September were inserted instead of the word March: 
and where the month of April is mentioned, as if the word October were in- 
serted instead of the word April; and where the month of May is mentioned, 
as if the word November were inserted instead of the word May; and where 
the month of June is mentioned, as if the word December were inserted in- 
stead of the word June; and where the month of September is mentioned, as 
if the word January were inserted instead of the word September ; and that 
this Act shall be so read and construed until the first day of February which 
— weg after the day on which this Act shall commence and take effect, 
and no longer. 

89. And be it Enacted, That if any person shall personate, or attempt to 
personate, a rson entitled to vote at any election held under the provisions 
of this Act, with intent to give a vote at any such election in the room or stead 
of the — intended to be personated, he shall be, and is hereby declared to 
be guilty of a misdemeanour; and on conviction thereof shall be ordered to 
be imprisoned in the Common Gaol or House of Correction, for any term not 
exceeding t years, nor less than six months, and to be kept to hard labour 
for any portion of such imprisonment, if the Court shall think fit. 

90. And be it Enacted, ‘That if any Elector shall vote in more than one dis- 
trict, at any election held under the provisions of this Act, he shall be liable 
to be indicted for a misdemeanor, and punished acCordingly, } 


1 


— 


| 


| other place 


| cupier” shail extend to every person rated, or liable 


| extend to every male person 


92, 


shall forge and utter, or utter 
kno partly 


printed, 
made or issued in pursuance of 
nd which shall not contain the true asigna- 

the same, every such 


“eels if the Court shall think fit. 
. And be it Enacted, That if any person shall 
tempt to obstruct or impede any Deputy Reta 
travelling from any polling place, a at the 


custody any containing any voti 
r 

i ; or if an rson teal, take, or carry away, or 
steal, take, or cates — any bag containing any —— cards 2 — 
therein at any polling place, while in the ssion or ly of turn · 
ing Officer, or any Deputy Returning cer, he shall be deemed of a 
misdemeanour ; and on conviction thereof shall be ordered to be imp 
in the Common Gaol or House of Correction for any term not e 
years, nor less than six months, aud to be kept to hard labour for amy portion 
of such imprisonment, if the Court shall think fit. 

94. And be it enacted, That whenever any person shall at — — hereafter 
be convicted of the offence of — under any laws in in regard 
thereto, every such person shall be, and is hereby to be, of 
any right which he otherwise might have had to be registered as an elector 
under the provisions of this Act, for the term of his natural life. 

95. And be it Enacted, That whenever any party shall have been ordered 
to pay any sum of money, by way of fine, on the hearing of any 


t 
against such party, before any Returning Officer, when sitting at any Court of 
Revision ander the provisions of this Act, and any second int of the 


like offence,” or any other offence against the provisions of this Act, shall 
be made before the same or any other R ing Officer against the same 
, every Returning Officer so hearing such second complaint shall, and is 

reby r ri -_ second 72 * proved to his e to order 
the payment ull amount o reinbeſore provided to impose d 
ſor ind offence ; and whenever any third complaint shall be made against 


any party, after such party has been twice ordered to pay any sam of 
party 5 magne 
r 


by way of fine, for any offence against the provisions of this Act, e 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanour, and any i 
fore whom such third complaint is made, if the matter of such complaint is 
proved to his satisfaction, shall, and is hereby required to institute immediate 
roceedings against such party, and to prosecute same at the next Quarter 
ions of the Peace, and if such party be convicted of such third offence, 
such Returning Officer shall then give evidence before the Court of the two 
previous convictions before himself, and the party so convicted of such third 
offence and of the two previous offences, shall be ordered to be impri in 
the Common Gaol or House of Correction for any term not exceeding twelve, 
nor less than three months. 

96. And be it Enacted, t whenever any person shall have been con- 
victed of any offence hereinbefore declared to be a misdemeanour, every such 
person shall be deprived of any right which he otherwise might have had ac- 
cording to the provisions of this Act, to ber as an elector, for the 
term of fwo years; or if such conviction be fora second offence, for five 
years ; or if convicted of any misdemeanour hereinbefore made liable to im- 

ent with hard labour, every such person shall be deprived of any right 
be registered as aforesaid for the term of five years; or ite such conviction be 
for a second offence, for the term of ten years. 

97. And be it Enacted, That every person who shall solicit, or endeavour 
to procure, any other person to commit a misdemeanour punishable by this 
Act, shall be, and be deemed to be guilty of a misdemeanour, and shall be 
punished yyy 

98. And be it cted, That every Returning Officer, knowing of any 
offence against the provisions of this Act which is hereinbefore declared to be 
a misdemeanour, god who shall be satisfied that such offence can be proved 
by due and lawidheyidence, shall and is hereby required forthwith to com- 
mence all lawful procéedings — the offender, and 
the next Assizes or Quarter i 


7 


prosecute the same at 
ons of the Peace; and every Returning 
“the prosecu- 


| Officer so prosecuting such offender, shall be allowed the costs of 


tion, in the same manner as the costs of prosecutions for felonies are provided 
to be paid by the statutes now im force. 

99. And be it Enacted, That the 114 words and expressions used in 
this Act shall in the construction thereof be inte as follows, except 
where the nature of the provision or the context of the Act shall be re t 
to such construction ; that is to say: the word “ Parish” shall extead to every 

rish, township, vill, hamlet, district, or place maintaining its own poor ; and 

e word “ Overseer” shall extend to all persons who by virtue of any office or 
appointment shall execute the daties of Overseers of the Poor, by whatever 
name or title sach persons may be called, and in whatsoever manner they may 
be appointed, and that all matters by this Act directed to be done by the Over- 
seers of a parish, may be lawfully done by the major part of such Overseers, 
and that wherever any notice is by this Act required to be given to the Over- 
seers of any parish, it shall be sufficientif such notice shall be delivered to any 
one of such Overseers, or shall be left at his place of abode or at his office or 
for transacting parochial business, or shall be sent by the Post, 
addressed by a sufficient direction, to the Overseers of the particular parish or 
any one of them, either 4 or his Christian name surname, or by their 
or his name of office ; the words “ male person of full age” shall extend to 
every male person of twenty-one years of age and upwards; the word oc- 

{ to be rated to, or to pay, 
any assessment to the poor, or any public or local general assessment whatso- 
ever,.in respect of the occupation of any faye — or of any place at 
which any person shall reside, or who shall be in f any 
ling-house, or of any place at which any person shall reside, for which any 
other person shall be liable to be rated as aforesaid ; and every pests shall be 
deemed to “be resident” in any dwelling-hoase at which he shall habitually 
sleep, and use as his place of abode, and to which, though departing therefrom; 
he has had or shall have an intention of returning; the word r” shall 

resident in any dwelling-house other than the 

occupier ; the word “months” be co to mean calendar months ; 
or 

lural 


and every word importing the singular only, shall extend to several 
things as well as one person or thing ; — every word importing the 
be applied to one person or as well as several rsons or things ; 
and every word importing the masculine gender only, shallextend to a female 
as well as a male; and that no misnomer or inaccurate description of any 
person or place named or described in any schedule to this Act annexed, or in 
any list or register of voters, or in any notice required by this Act, shall in 
anywise prevent or abridge the operation of this Act with re to such 
or place, provided that such person or place shall be so designated in 


person 
such schedule, list, register, or notice, as to be commonly understood. 
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“THE NONCONFORMIST. 


MUDIE’S SELECT LIBRARY, 


28, Upper King street, Bloomsbury square. 


TERMS TO SUBSCRIBERS. 


One Month.... 2 6 Six Months.... 10 6 
Three Months 6 0 One Year .... 20 0 


The following list will indicate the character of this 
library :-— 


D’Aubigne’s Great Reformation, 3 vols—Ranke’s His- 
tory of the Popes, 3 vols—<Alison’s History of Europe, 
10 vols — Rotteck’s History of the World, 4 vols— 
Thiers's French Revolution, 5 vols—Forster’s States- 
men of the Commonwealth, 5 vols—Queens of England, 
5 vols—Arnold’s Lecture on History—Diebig’s Chemis- 
try—The Congregational Lectures—Works of Carlisle, 
Hallam, Whately, Vaughan, Emerson, Channing, &c.— 
Nonconformist’s Sketch Book—Cross’s Selections from 
the Edinburgh Review, 4 vols — Egypt, by Dr Holt 
Yates—Germany, by William Howitt—Kidd’s China— 
Kohl’s Russia— Missionary Scenes and Labours in 
Africa, by Moffat—The Bible in Spain, by Barrow— 
American Notes, by Dickens—Life in Sweden, by Mary 
Howitt—Lays of Ancient Rome, by Macaulay—Chris- 
topher North’s Recreation, 3 vols— The Dial (Edited by 
Emerson) — Professor Siliman’s Journal of Science— 
The Biblical Repository (American)}—All the best Eng- 
lish and American Reviews, &c., &c. 


New Works of sterling interest are added as soon as 


published. 


NEWSPAPERS REGULARLY SUPPLIED. 


Orders for Books, Reviews, and Magazines, received 
and executed on the shortest notice. 


Pocket Books, Housekeepers, and Diaries for 1843. 
The Congregational and other Almanacs for 1843. 
STATIONERY OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


— — — _ _?, 


RITANNIA LIFE ASSURANCE 
COMPANY, 1, Princes street, Bank, Loudon. 
Empowered by special Act of Parliment, 4 Vie., o. 9. 


DIRECTORS. 


William Bardgett, Esq. Robert Eglinton, Esq. 
Samuel ay, nw Esq. Erasmus Rt Foster, Esq. 
Wm Fechney Black, Esq. | Alex. Robert Irvine, Esq. 
John Brightman, Esq. Peter Morrison, Esq. 
George Cohen, Esq. Henry Lewis Smale, Esq. 
Millis Coventry, Esq. : Thomas Teed, Esq. 

John Drewett, Esq. 


AUDITORS. 
J. B. Bevington, Esq.—F. P. Cockerill, Esq.— 
J. D. Dow, Esq. 


MEDICAL OFFICER, 


John Clendinning, M. D., F.R.S., 16, Wimpol 
strect, Cavendish square. 


STANDING COUNSEL, 


The Hon. Jobh Ashley, New square, Lincoln’s inn. 
Mr Serjeant Murphy, M.P., Temple. 


SOLICITOR. 
William Bevan, Esq., Old Jewry. 
BANKERS. 
Messrs Drewett and Fowler, Princes street, Bank. 


This Institution is empowered by a special Act of 
Parliament, and is so constituted as to afford the bene- 
fits of Life Assurance in their fullest extent to Policy- 
holders, and to present greater facilities and accommo- 
dation than are usually offered by other Companies. 
The decided superiority of its plan, and its claim to pub- 
lic preference and support, have been proved incontesti- 
bly by its extraordinary and unprecedented success. 


Assurances may either be effected by Parties on their 
own Lives, or by Parties interested therein on the Lives 
of others. 


The effect of an Assurance ona person’s own life is to 


create at once a Property in Reversion, which can by 


no other means be — are leg — 22 the 
case of a person at the age of Thirty, who, by the payment 
of £5 3s. 4d. to the Britannia Life Assurance Company, 
can become at — 72 — of a bequeathable property 
amounting to £1000, subject only to the co tition of his 
continuing the same payment quarterly ¢ _ ng the re- 
mainder of his life—a condition which m ee fulfilled 
by the mere saving of E1gHt SHILLINGS* ly in his 
expenditure. Thus, bythe exertion of a very slight de- 
gree of economy—such indeed as can scarcely be felt as 
an inconvenience, he may at once realise a capital of 


£1000, which he can bequeath or dispose n any way 
he may think proper. 
A Board of Directors in attendance dai 2 o’Clock, 


Detailed Prospectuses, and every requis. informa- 
tion as to the mode of effecting Assurances, may be ob- 
tained at the Office. 


PETER MORRISON, Resident Director. 


THE IPSWICH EXPRESS, 


and East of England Advertiser, published every Tues- 
day, price 44d., at the Office, Old Butter Market. 


THE IPSWICH EXPRESS is a Liberal 


Agricultural Journal. It is the advocate of every 
useful reform—the exposer of every public abuse—the 


assailant of ever 1 ce that presses upon the coun- 
; is to the cause of Civil and Religious 


e 


Tuesday an 
arkets of the 


mty, an 
its * ‘whatever is valuable 
Weekly Press of London, published on the previous Sa- 
turday and Sunday; and is frequently able to anticipate 
‘every other Newspaper in the county of Suffolk, in the 
announcement of important political intelligence. 


The Latest Reports from all the important Markets in 
the Country, and other Agricultural Information, form 
a prominent feature in the Ipswich Express. 


It is the only paper published on the Market 
and, from the influential party which it represents 


in the county of Suffolk, affords most favourable oppor- 
tunities to Advertisers. 


CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR’S PRESENTS. 
I. 
BIBLICAL TOPOGRAPHY. Lectures 


on the Position and Character of the Places men- 
tioned in the Holy Scriptures. By Sauvuet Ransom, 
Classical and Hebrew Tutor in the Hackney Theological 
Seminary. With a Preface, by Joux Harris, D. D. In 
royal 18ino, illustrated with Six Maps, 6s. cloth. 


II. 
GUTZLAFF’S CHINA. A Journal of 


Three Voyages along the Coast of China; with Notices 
of Siam, Corea, and the Loo Choo Islands. By CHARLES 
GUTZLAFF, With an Introductory Essay on the Policy, 
Religion, &c., of China, by the Rev. W. Ettis, Author 
of “A History of Madagascar, &c. Third Edition, 
royal 12mo, 7s. cloth. 

III. 


CHINA AND THE ENGLISH; or, the 
Character and Manners of the Chinese, as Illustrated 
in the History of their Inoercourse with Foreigners. 
With a Beautiful View of the Emperor’s Summer 
4 By the Rev. Jacoß Annhorr. 18mo cloth, 
28. 6d. 

IV. 

SPRING, SUMMER, AUTUMN, WIN- 
TER. By the late Rorert Muoir, Esq. In four 
vols royal 18mo, Embellished with Frontispieces and 
Vignette Titles, printed in Oil Colours by Baxter. 
Each, price 5s. cloth ; or in embossed roan, 6s. 6d. each. 

V. 

CELESTIAL SCENERY ; or, the Plan- 
etary System Displayed; Illustrating the Perfections 
of Deity and a Plurality of Worlds. By T Dick, L. L. D., 
Author of the “ Christian Philosopher,” &c.. Fifth 


thousand, illustrated by One Hundred Engravings. 
12mo, 10s. 6d. cloth. 


VI. : 
THE SIDEREAL HEAVENS ; and 


other Subjects Connected with Astronomy. By T. 
Dick, L.L.D., Author of “ Celestial Scenery,” and in- 
tended as a companion to that Work. Illustrated with 
numerous Engravings. 12mo, 10s. 6d. cloth. 
VIL. 

NO FICTION. A Narrative founded on 
Facts. By Rev. A. Rezp,D.D. Ninth Edition, 12mo 
cloth, 6s. 


VIII. 


MARTHA. A Memorial of an only and 


and beloved Sister. By Rev. A. REED, D. D. Third 
Edition, I2 mo., cloth, 6s. 


IX. 


LIVES OF THE MOST EMINENT 
SOVEREIGNS OF MODERN EUROPE. By Lord 


Dover. Written for the Instruction and Amuse- 
ment of his Son. Second Edition, 12mo cloth, 
price 5s. * 0 


2 

CHRISTIAN MELODIES. A Selection 
of Sacred Poetry on the following subjects :— The 
Sabbath; the Christian; the Saviour; the Gospel; 
Home and its Scenes. Each with four steel plates. In 
32mo cloth, gilt edges, ls. each; or, complete in two 
vo!s, silk, 5s. 

XI. 

FEMALE BIOGRAPHY OF THE 
NEW TESTAMENT ; with Preliminary Notices 
of the Condition of Women in all ages. By the Rev. T. 
TIMPSON. With a beautiful Engraving. ISmo 
cloth, 3s. * 


XII. 
PIETAS PRIVATA: the Book of Pri- 


vate Devotion. A Series of Prayers and Medita- 
tions; with an Introductory Essay on Prayer, chiefly 
from the Writings of HANNAH Monk. Twelfth Edition, 
32mo, cloth, gilt edges, 28.; embossed roan, gilt edges, 
3s. 


London: T. WARD and Co., Paternoster Row, 


DR CHANNING! 


N ample and exelusive REPORT of an 
eloquent LECTURE, recently delivered by Mr 
J. H. Parry, on the Character and Writings of the 
above-named distinguished Philanthropist, is presented 
with No. 99 of the ENGLISH CHARTIST CIRCULAR 
—Price One Penwf. This Number of the Circular also 
contains A New Year’s Address to the Friends ge- 
nerally of Democracy—the Sabre and the Cross—Com- 
plete SuccessFacts for Inquirers, showing at one 
glance the Comparative Cost of the British and Ameri- 
can Governments—Popular Poetry, &c., &c. 


London: CLeave, Shoe lane, Fleet street. 


Where also may be had the cheapest editions of Dr 
Channing’s Works, including“ SeLF-CULTURE,”’ price 
Ad.; THR PRESENT Adr,“ price 2d.; THE LABOUR- 
Nd CLAssEs,” price 4d.; &e. 


* 


ENMAROEMENT OF “THE TRUE 
TABLET.”—On Saturday, the 7th of January 
next (being the first Saturday in the year), this Paper, 


Ihe only Cathlic Journal in Great Britain, will resume 


its Original Name of THE TABLET,” and will be 

rmanently enlarged from FORTY-EIGHT to SIXTY- 

“OUR COLUMNS, thus making it one of the largest, 
and best, weekly papers now published, 


Persons desirous to become subscribers to the Tablet. 
and not able, conveniently, to procure it through a local 
newsvender, may be supplied direct from the Office, 6, 
Catherine street, Strand, by sending a Post-office order, 
with the subscriber’s name and address. 


Terms of subscription (payable in advance), yearly, 
£1 6s.; half-yearly, 13s.; quarterly, 68. 6d. Publishing 
Office, 6, Catherine street, Strand, London; "where ad- 
vertisements are received, and whither all communica- 
tions must be addressed, pre-paid. 


Orders received by all Newemen and Booksellers. 


* 


This day is published, price 28. 6d., 
HE ECLECTIC REVIEW 
for JANUARY, 1843. 
CONTENTS. 
The Wycliffe Manuscripts —Drs Vaughan and Todd. 
Lady Callcott’s Scripture Herbal. 
. Knight’s Library Edition of Shakspere. 
. Correspondence of John, Duke of Bedford. 
Wesleyan Methodism—its Position and Policy. 
. Kohl’s Russia and the Russians, Vol. II. 
Rise and Progress of the Complete Suffrage Move- 
ment, &c. 


T. WARD and Co., Paternoster row. 


Io - wt 


WARD’S LIBRARY OF STANDARD DIVINITY. 
(Without Abridgment.) 
Early in January, No. XXXVIII., Price Is. 6d. 


f hee GREAT PROPITIATION; or, 


Christ's Satisfaction and Man's Justification by 
it upon his Faith; that is, Belief of, and Obedience to, 
the Gospel. By Josxrn Trewan, FH. Reprinted 
from the second edition, 1672. f 

BUNYAN’S SERMONS. 

Now ready in medium 8vo, price Is., part III., containing 
SOME GOSPEL TRUTHS OPENED — 
Conclusion; with part of “ Vindication of Gospel 
Truths Opened.” By Joux Bunyan, Author of the 

“ Pilgrim’s Progress.“ 
N.B.—The Work will be completed in 12 Parts. 
T. WAnD AND Co., Paternoster Row. 


ECTURE ON COMPLETE SUF- 


FRAGE. By the Rev. Henry Epwanps, Ph. D. 
London: W. STRANGE, Paternoster row. 


By the same Author, 


MARRIAGE: a Poem. Second Edition. 


Price 28. 6d. * 


In every house it should find a place.“ . Manches- 
er Times. 


HOULSTON and STONEMAN, Paternoster row. 


At the Close of the Year will be ready, 
a few Complete Copies of 
VOL. II. 


HE NONCONFORMIST. 
1842. With a copious Index, &c. 
Davis and Haster, 4, Crane court, Fleet street. 


Just published, in demy 12mo, price 5s. 


HE NONCONFORMIST’S 
SKETCH BOOK: 


A Series of Views, classified in Four Groups, of a State 
Church and its Attendant Evils. Originally published 
in the Nonconformist newspaper, under the head of 
“ Ecclesiastical Affairs.“ 


OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 


In their present form, these papers constitute a 
volume eminently adapted tothe requirements of the 
present day. They are written in a style well suited to 
the popular mind, and leave upon an attentive reader an 
impression much stronger, and one of a more practical 
order, than is attendant on the lucubrations of less 
earnest minds.”’—Eclectic Review. 


Without pledging ourselves to the correctness of 
every proposition laid down in these articles, we can 
honestly recommend them as conveying a clear aud logi- 
cal view of oy question — 3 establishments 
—a question, the importance of which, peg , 
. not to be understood by the great body diesen: 
ters as such, by Christians generally, nor by the mere 
politician.”—Bradford Observer. 


The sketches are written with great vigour and 
talent, will be read by all dissenters, and are worthy of 
being read by all churchmen, who are willing to become 
acquainted with the arguments advanced against church 
establishments.’’—Herts Reformer. 


In no department, save one, is our contemporary so 
much at home, as in matters ecclesiastical. As proof of 
this, we have only to refer to these sketches: which for 
point, and pungency, and power, we can recommend to 
all who desire to understand the great controversy to 
which they refer. —Christian Examiner. 


“We earnestly recommend ‘The Nonconformist’s 
Sketch Book,’ to a place in the domestic library of every 
friend to Christian freedom. As a model of English 
composition, it is worthy of high admiration: but we 
prize.it more for its earnest truthfulness, its singleness 
of purpose, its boldness and fidelity.”—Gateshead Ob- 
server. 


„The papers are written with a great deal of vigour, 
with admirable perspicuity, and with earnest devotion 
to the principles of civil and religious liberty; and, al- 
though in the detached form of newspaper articles, they 
present a popular and complete view of the principles 
of dissent, divested of those technicalities and that 
theological phraseology which are so repulsive in the 
old nonconformist manuals.“ Hull Rockingham. 


The book is what it purports to be—a Sketch Book. 
It is a series of brilliant, graphic outlines, rather than 
of carefully finished pictures. It isin a literary point 
of view, what Retsch’s outlines are in an artistic. A 
subject is dashed off in a few tines; but how graphic! 
Every touch tells. There is not a superfiuous word. 
Every stroke of the graver is clear, forcible, and bril- 
liant. We feel justified in cordially recommending these 
sketches to the careful study of our readers, as contain- 
ing matter of the deepest interest and importance to all 
classes of the community, involving, as they do, the 
great questions of social, political, and religious pro- 
gress." —Leeds Times. 


——————— 


Printed and Published at the Office, at No.4, Crane 
Court, Fleet Street, near Fetter Lane, in the City of 
London, by JohN Henry Davis, of No, 76, York Road, 
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